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SD Knights of Columbus 122nd State Convention
Pierre, SD, April 24, 25, 26, 2026

Day #1
Friday

8:00AM
9:00 am -4:30pm

10:30AM-12:30PM

12:30-1:00PM

1:00-2:00pm
2:00- 2:30pm

2:30-3:30PM

3:30-4:00PM
4:45PM
5:00pm

6:30PM

Order of Business

April 24th

Mass - open to all

* Registration with Host Council
* Delegate registration, State Secretary’s Room
% Adoration Room

4th Degree Meeting and Lunch

* 12:30PM-4:30PM Country Store Raffle Baskets
* SPF Raffle Tickets

* District’'s Kiosks

Committee Meeting
% District Deputy Assignments — Andrew Wolter

Breakout Session #1 for Delegates/Knights

Break

Opening Session (all wives, families, guests welcome)

Call to Order

Posting of Colors by Fourth Degree
Opening Prayer

Welcome — Pierre Council
Introduction of State Officers/Wives Special Guests
CDA Greetings

Donation Presentations

State Deputy

Supreme Rep. Comments

Fourth Degree Announcements
Announcements

New Delegate/Star Council Reception
Necrology Service
Clergy Mass Bishop Bullick celebrant

Child Care begins for the Clergy Banquet

Room/Location
Lewis & Clark

Lake Oahe Lobby
Lake Sharpe
Lewis & Clark

Gallery D

Lake Francis Case
Lake Francis Lobby
Lake Oahe Lobby
GalleriaE, F & G
Amphitheater 1
Lake Frances Lobby

Amphitheater 2

Galleria D
St. Peter & Paul Church
St. Peter & Paul Church

Room TBD



6:30PM
7:00PM

9:00PM-11:30PM

Day #2

Saturday
6:30-8:00AM

7:30AM-3:30PM

8:00AM-11:30AM

8:00-9:00AM
9:00-9:30AM

9:00-4:30pm

9:00-10:00AM

10:00-10:30AM
10:30-11:30AM

10:30-11:30AM
11:30AM-1:30PM

11:30AM-12:30PM

1:00-5:00pm

Social (cash bar)
Clergy Banquet (paid meal ticket required)

Hospitality

April 25th

Continental Breakfast
Adoration Room

Registration with Host Council
Delegate registration, State Secretary’s Room

Family Hour of Prayer
Foundation Board Meeting

Raffle Baskets & SPF Raffle Tickets
Tickets must be turned in by 4:00pm

Training/Breakouts #2 & #3 Sessions —
Financial Secretaries
Grand Knights/Deputy Grand Knights

Break
Past State Deputies Meeting (PSDs only)

Special Breakout #4 Session

Ladies Luncheon
(paid meal ticket required)

Mens Luncheon & Awards Session
(paid meal ticket required)

Business Session: (Travel Card Check)
Opening Prayer & Pledge of Allegiance
Credentials Committee Report

Roll Call of Delegates

Ways and Means Committee Report

Grand Galleria
Grand Galleria

Garden Courtyard

Room/Location
Riparian Cafe

Lewis & Clark

Lake Oahe Lobby
Lake Sharpe

Lewis & Clark
Galleria D

Lake Francis Lobby

Amphitheater 1&2

Lake Francis Lobby
Galleria D

Amphitheater 2
Garden Courtyard

Grand Galleria B

Gallery E,F &G

Chair Entertains motion to accept all reports as printed in Convention Binder

Fraternal Greetings

Resolution Committee Report

2027 State Convention Rapid City
KC Foundation Report

2031 Convention Bids/Selection Site



District Master remarks/announcements

Report of the Good of the Order

Election of State Officers for 2026-2027

Election of Delegates to 2026 Supreme Convention in

Denver, Colorado August 4-6th SD and IPSD automatic delegates
Alternates for SD & IPSD (Must have KofC Insurance)

One Insurance delegate (Must have KofC Insurance)

One Alternate (Must have KofC Insurance)

Three Associate delegates

Three Alternates for Associate delegates (Insurance not req’d)
IPSD

Supreme Rep

State Chaplain

State Deputy

Closing Prayer

Retire the Colors

Motion to adjourn 2026 South Dakota Knight of Columbus State Convention.

6:00PM Child Care begins for State Dinner Room TBD

6:00PM Social (cash bar) Grand Galleria

6:30PM State Dinner Banquet (paid meal ticket req’d) Grand Galleria
9:00-11:30PM Hospitality Garden Courtyard

Day #3

Sunday April 26 Room/Location
6:30-8:00AM Continental Breakfast Riparian Cafe (Ramkota)
8:00-AM Mass GalleryE, F & G
8:45-10:00 AM Continental Breakfast Continued Riparian Cafe (Ramkota)
10:00-12:00 4th Degree Exemplification Gallery E

The State officers, thank you all for attending your 2026 South Dakota Knights of Columbus State Convention,
and safe travels home. Mark your calendars. The 2027 South Dakota Knights of Columbus State Convention
is in Rapid City, April 23-25" God Bless!

Vivat Jesus
Dan

Note:

Kiosks and Country Store need to be set up on Friday by 12:00 noon.

Delegates should arrive Friday by1:00pm for first breakout session.

State Secretary’s Room will be closed Fri 11:15 to 12:00 to attend the 4th Degree meeting

State Secretary’s Room will be closed Fri 2:30-3:30pm to attend the Opening Session.

The State Secretary's room will close on Friday at 4:30pm to attend Mass.

Be sure to have checked in at the State Secretary's room & received your credentials & meal tickets by then!



S.D. Knights of Columbus 122nd State Convention

Friday
Time
8:00am

9:00 am -4:30pm

12:30PM-4:30pm
10:30-2:30pm
2:30-3:30pm
3:30-4:00pm
3:30-4:00pm
4:45pm

5:00pm

6:30pm

6:30pm

7:00pm

9:00PM-11:30pm

Saturday
6:30-8:00am
7:30AM-3:30pm

8:00AM-11:30am

Pierre, SD
Ladies Agenda

April 24th

Mass - open to all

Registration with Host Council

Delegate registration, State Secretary’s Room
Adoration Room

Visit Kiosks and Country Store/SPF Tickets
Ladies Welcome Reception

Opening Session (wives, families, guests welcome)
New Delegate/Star Council Reception

Ladies Welcome continues

Necrology Service

Clergy Mass with Bishop Bullick

Child Care begins for the Clergy Banquet
Social (cash bar)

Clergy Banquet (paid meal ticket required)

Hospitality

April 25th

Continental Breakfast
Adoration Room

Registration with Host Council
Delegate registration, State Secretary’s Room

April 24, 25, 26, 2026

Room/Location

Lewis & Clark

Lake Oahe Lobby

Lake Sharpe

Lewis & Clark

Lake Francis Case
Garden Courtroom
Amphitheater 2

Gallery D

Garden Courtroom

St. Peter & Paul Church
St. Peter & Paul Church
Room TBD

Grand Galleria

Grand Galleria

Garden Courtyard

Room/Location

Riparian Cafe
Lewis & Clark

Lake Oahe Lobby
Lake Sharpe



8:00-9:00am Family Hour of Prayer

9:00-10:00am Continental Breakfast Continues

Saturday, April 25" Continued
9:00-4:30pm Visit Kiosks and Country Store

11:15 - 3:00pm Children’s Lunch and afternoon Activity

11:30AM-1:30am Ladies Luncheon
(paid meal ticket required)

1:30-5:00pm Ladies Afternoon Activity

6:00pm Child Care begins for State Dinner

6:00pm Social (cash bar)

6:30pm State Dinner Banquet (paid meal ticket required)
9:00-11:30pm Hospitality

Sunday April 26

6:30-8:00am Continental Breakfast

8:00am Mass — open to all

8:45-10:00am Continental Breakfast Continues

Note:

Kiosks and Country Store set up on Friday by 12:00 noon.
Delegates should arrive Friday by1:00pm for first breakout session.
Pierre Council is in charge of the Children’s activities

Lewis & Clark

Riparian Cafe (Ramkota)

Lake Francis Lobby

Meet in the Lake Oahe
Lobby

Garden Courtyard

Meet in Courtyard
Meet in Courtyard
Grand Galleria
Grand Galleria\

Garden Courtyard

Room/Location

Riparian Cafe (Ramkota)
GalleryE,F &G

Riparian Cafe (Ramkota)



South Dakota Knights of Columbus State Officers
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Greetings from the Supreme Knight

PATRICK E. KELLY TEL.: 203-752-4350
SUPREME KMIGHT FaX: 203-752-4118

KnNiGgHTS oF COLUMBUS

1 COLUMBUS PLAZA
MEW HAVEMN, CONMNMECTICUT O6510-3326

March 19, 2026
Solemnity, Saint Joseph

Mr. Daniel L. Johnson
State Deputy of South Dakota
Knights of Columbus

Worthy State Deputy and dear Brother Johnson:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Knights of Columbus and myself, | extend greetings
to you and all my brother Knights and their families in South Dakota.

As a result of your tireless service and dedication throughout this fraternal year, the Knights
of Columbus continues to rise to new heights, fulfilling the mission set for us by Blessed
Michael McGivney.

Last year marked a significant milestone for the Order's growth. | am pleased to report that
in 2025 over 101,000 men joined our ranks as new brother Knights. This represents the
strongest year of growth since World War 1. In our time, just as in the early 20% century, men
are yeaming for authentic Catholic brotherhood. Thanks to the genuine Christian witness that
each of you live in your councils and communities new men continue to join our Order!

This past October, in observance of the Jubilee Year of Hope, the Board of Directors had the
honor of representing you at the Vatican, meeting with Pope Leo XIV for the first time. The
Holy Father expressed his appreciation for the Order's work upholding the sanctity of human
life and our assistance in restoring the artistic wonders of St. Peter's Basilica. | know that all
brother Knights join me in saying that we look forward to continuing our service as the strong
right arm of the Church under Pope Leo XIV's spiritual leadership, as we have done in Rome
and around the world for more than one hundred years.

In July, the United States of America will celebrate its 250" anniversary. Fittingly, this
celebration takes place one year after the Order's commemoration of the 125%™ anniversary
of the Fourth Degree. In recognition of America’s semi-gquincentennial, our bishops will
consecrate the nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus — a devotion that was also close to the
heart of Blessed Michasl McGivney. Providentially, this historic event will help promote the
Order's own efforts to increase devotion to the Sacred Heart through our ongoing Pilgrim lcon
Program. The more we welcome our Lord to rule as king of our hearts and our homes, the
more our nation will grow and flourish.

Brother Knights, while you prepare to undertake your convention deliberations, | ask that you
seek more fervently the intercession of Blessed Michael McGivney, as you join Knights across
the world in praying for his canonization. Thank you and Vivat Jesus!

Fraternally,

Yitid ¢ #,

Patrick E. Kelly
Supreme Knight



State Deputy’s Welcome Letter
To the 122" State Convention

Welcome to the 122nd South Dakota Knights of Columbus State Convention! It is a true honor to gather
with so many dedicated brothers who embody the principles of charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism
that define the Knights of Columbus. Jeannie and | want to personally thank you for attending this year's
convention here in Pierre. SD To the “first-time attendees.” Thank you so much for stepping up within
your local council.

As we all come together from communities across South Dakota, we do so under this year’s theme,
“Journey to the Heart of Mary.” May this theme guide our time together, draw us closer to our Blessed
Mother, deepen our faith, and inspire us to serve with greater compassion and courage. | encourage you
to visit The Mary Shrine (west of Yankton). | ask your councils to pray about assisting them financially or
with materials and labor, as much work is needed to restore this beautiful shrine!

As we celebrate our shared mission and strengthen the bonds of brotherhood, may this convention
renew our commitment to our families, our parishes, and the Mother Church. Let us send forth with
hearts united in faith and service. That we may be regenerated from the spirit of Fr McGivney as he is
with us as we return to our councils, parishes, and communities. Finally. Thank you to the Ladies! Thank
you for attending and thank you for all you do to support your “Knight” in the South Dakota Knights of
Columbus! NOTE: The conference agenda differs from previous years; make sure you check the times
and locations of the events. Please attend the breakouts/training sessions. The business meeting is
scheduled for Saturday afternoon. Again, welcome, and let us have a great convention!

Vivat Jesus

Dan
State Deputy 2025-2026
South Dakota Knight of Columbus
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121st South Dakota Knights of Columbus State
Convention Minutes — April 25-27, 2025

Saturday, April 26" 2025

1:30 State Deputy called meeting to order

Fr. Dan Smith gave opening prayer and led the pledge of allegiance

State Secretary Johnson presented the Credentials report

State Secretary Johnson called Roll Call: 84 Delegates present

State Treasurer James Schaefers presented The Ways and Means Committee Report.

Chair entertains motion to approve all convention reports Polo, SDSU, Huron, SF St Mary
2" Brookings 13400 Tea, CTK, Platte

State Chaplain’s report Fr Smith
Opening Remarks: Supreme Rep Joe Ramierez
Fraternal Greetings: IPSD Scott Cunningham

Resolution Committee report Steve Fox State Advocate. 7 Resolutions
Resolution #7 Alfred Bud Jetty
Motion: RC 8844, 5738, 10546 2" 7911, 16230, 15817 Motion passed

Nominations Announcements: State Deputy Ray Pierson
Membership Report: Pat Powers

Report of the 2026 State Convention in Pierre: Tim Pugh
KC Foundation Report PSD/Chair Thad Liebig

2030 Convention Bid ask for nomination for 2030 Sate Convention

Life Director: Ray Cambell Alpha Center, Ultrasound SKD. $48,700 per machine. Gave Silver Rose report

Tootie Roll Report: John Gillison.
Faith Director: Tom Lafaive reported that 3 Icons will be travelling the state for the next 2 years
District Master Remarks/Announcements: Gerald Dvorak.

Recess till 8:00am Sunday April 27th

11



Sunday April 27, 2025

Resume Business Session.

Opening Prayer Fr Dan Smith

Pledge of Allegiance

State Secretary Johnson called Roll Call: 73 Delegates present

EFF/COR Director: Jim Kenyon talked about COR and West River Fishing tourney

Galen Jorde Report on Bishops Fishing Tourney Pierre.

Dan Dwire Report Bishops Fishing Tourney Big Stone

Maynard K Report on Disaster/McGivney Guild Chairman Aug 13" Blessed McGivney Feast Day.
Good of the Order Report: PSD Scott Cunningham

State Deputy Pierson opened the floor for nominations. Tim Salman, chair of Nominations Committee,
placed the following names up for nomination for State officers and delegates to Supreme Convention.

State Officers 2025-2026

State Deputy: Dan Johnson
Motion by: 3640, 6605, 1525, 13302, 1489
2" 8844, 4806, 10546,15457 Motion passed

State Secretary: James Schaefer
Motion by: 1079, 15817, 3482,1536. 16230
2" 17216, 2977, 3640, 15457,13400 Motion passed

State Treasurer: Jeff Gillen
Motion by:13302, 2977, 10546, 17728, 820
2" 6251, 5738, 2686, 8025, 6341 Motion passed

State Warden: Andrew Wolter

Kyle C and Gregg B gave speeches

Motion by: 3640, 11379, 16230

2" 8844,1720,10546, 15457 Motion passed

State Advocate: Steve Fox
Motion by:1536, 2686, 16230, 2640
2" 15457, 3640, 859, 10546 Motion passed

Delegates to Supreme Convention

6 Delegates: State Deputy, IPSD are automatically delegates.
State: 1 Insurance and 3 Associates Delegates will be elected



Names placed in nomination for Delegates to Supreme Convention

Jeff Gillen: Motion by Tim Beaner 2™ Lance Mattson

Galen Jorde: Motion by Tim Pugh 2" Dwight Gutzmer

Austin Guenther: Motion Terry Jasper, 2" Tom Travis

Dave Enfman: Motion by Matt Olson 2" by Mark DiSanto

Motion by 8844, 703, 5738, 5841 for a unanimous ballet for the 4 delegates to Supreme Convention 2™
by 6605, 4806, 12617 Motion passed

Alternates: Paul Lambert, Dwight Gutzmer, Thad Liebig, Maynard Konechne, Gerald Zins

Delegation Voted to approve the 2030 State Convention in Pierre April 26-28
IPSD Remarks: Scott Cunningham

Supreme Rep remarks: Joe Ramierez

The address was given out to send S for the Priest Retreat at Blue Cloud Abby
Ladies joined the meeting.

Closing Remarks: Chaplain Dan Smith

Closing Remarks: State Deputy Ray Pierson

Closing Prayer: Chaplain Fr Smith

Motion by 3640, 11379, 1536, 2977 to Adjourn the 121 State Convention.

2" 1525,1489, 820, 8844 Motion passed

121 South Dakota Knight of Columbus State Convention. Meeting adjourned

122" Knights of Columbus State Convention will be in Pierre, SD April 24-26" 2026
Respectfully Submitted

Dan Johnson
State Secretary
South Dakota Knights of Columbus
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Report of the State Chaplain
Fr. DeWayne Kayser to the 2026 State Convention

My brother Knights,

| welcome you to our State Convention here in Pierre SD. | just want to share with you all that we are in
the Easter tide of life for 50 days and as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the
dead, we walk with Him in Joy and Grace. We now anticipate His Ascension and the Decent of the Holy
Spirit. While we are together these few days let us celebrate the accomplishment that we as Knights
have done in the past year by feasting in the Light of Christ.

We are bothers in Christ and as brothers we need to help our brothers who would have wanted to come
to this convention and those who never show up to anything because of what is going on in their lives. |
have said repeatedly that we are called to not only reach out to our widows and orphans, but we are
also called to reach out to our brother knights who have said they will be knights but never come to
anything. My brother Knights | challenge you all to reach out to those brothers and see what you can
offer them.

| would also like to acknowledge those who are not knights but support those that are. | am referring to
the wives of my brother Knights. Thank you for all you do to support their husbands to be a part of the
knights. Without your encouragement and support we would probably not have what we have today.
Peace and Grace to you and your support.

Finally, | would like us to enjoy each other’s company by celebrating our accomplishments and hard

work. Peace to each of you and enjoy the convention.

Vivat Jesus!
Fr. DeWayne Kayser
Chaplain of the South Dakota Knights of Columbus

14



Supreme Director Welcome —
Tom Kato

Worthy State Deputy and by fellow Brother Knights,

Greetings from our Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly, Supreme Officers, and the Supreme Board of Directors.
It is my honor to represent the Supreme Council at the South Dakota 122" State Convention in Pierre!
From your beginning with mother council Marquette Council 815 in Sioux Falls in 1903 until present, the
South Dakota Knights has done tremendous work in bringing men closer to Christ and supporting the
widows and orphans, just as Fr. McGivney has asked us to do.

At this years Supreme Convention, our Worthy Supreme Knight talked about being “Heralds of Hope”. As
mentioned during his address, Patrick Kelly quoted Pope Leo in stating: “Look to Christ! Come closer to
him!”. What better organization is there than the Knights of Columbus to bring men closer to Christ? We
have the icon of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, painted by Pompeo Batoni from the Church of Gesu in Rome,
that we can meditate upon to help all come closer to Him. We have our many programs, of which some
will be recognized at this convention, that has brought help to those in need. Yes, brothers, we are called
to be “Heralds of Hope” in a society that is in desperate need of hope today.

| extend to all of my Brother Knights my best wishes for a pleasant stay for, a successful convention, and
gratitude for allowing Kim and | the opportunity to attend the convention in the great state of South
Dakota!

Vivat Jesus!

Respectfully and fraternally,

Thomas Y. Kato
Regional Growth Director
Knights of Columbus
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Report of the Catholic Daughters State Board

South Dakota Catholic Daughters of the Americas
State Board
2025-2027

State Regent
Michele Sage

125 Gilley Ave April 7, 2026
Brookings, SD 57006 prit &

605-695-5960
sdcdaregent@gmail.com
Greetings to the South Dakota Knights of Columbus,

1st Vice State Regent

JoAnn Hoffman
PO Box 716 Congratulations on your upcoming 122nd State Convention to be held in
Parkston SD 573660716 | piarre.
H-605 928-3042/C-605-TT0-7928

sdcdavice 1 @gmail.com

2nd Vice State Regent What an inspiring theme, “Journay to the Heart of Mary.” As our Blessed Lady

Jan Evans is the patroness of the Catholic Daughters, we are continually on a journey to

84 Glendale Dr Our Lady.
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-830-2625

sdcdavice2@gmail.com Thank you for all that your organization does for Faith, Family and Fraternity in

the church and in our communities. It makes a huge impact on those sons and

State Secretary daughters of the Lord that are in need. Thank you for working with CDA in the

Mary Kay Zimmerman many locations across the state in creating a bond service and support. May
616 Sterling St each of your councils confinue to support the CDA and encourage starting new

Vermillion, SD 57069 courts where there is not one and/or bolstering existing ones that are strug-
605-638-0439

: gling. We look forward to continued joint projects and creating naw projects.
sdcdasec@gmail.com

State Treasurer
Cheryl Schaefers
17982 354t Ave Michele dage
Orient, S0 57467
605-871-9957
sdcdatreasuren@gmail.com

May God bless each of you and your families.

Michele Sage, State Regent
5D Catholic Daughters of the Americas

State Chaplain
Den Philip Carlsen
1931 Lincoln Ln
Brookings, SD 57006
605-695-4793
denphilipcarisoni@sfcatholic.ong
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) :,‘ Report of the Fourth Degree Master
v Gerald Dvorak
to the 2026 State Convention

Welcome Brother Knights and Families to this year’s Convention! On behalf of my wife, Lisa, we hope
that you all have a wonderful and informative time in Pierre. | would like to Thank the State Officers and
the Convention Chairs for their many hours of service to ensure this Convention is productive and
successful. | appreciate your efforts to try new things! | especially want to Thank my District Marshall,
Greg Boggs, for his dedicated service these past two years!

This past year has been a historic year in that we were celebrating the 125th Anniversary of the Patriotic
Degree of the Knights of Columbus, when, on February 22, 1900, Patriotism was added to the existing
principles of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. We celebrated last State Convention in Sioux Falls by
introducing the new format of the Exemplification for the 4" Degree, and 18 new Sir Knights joined.
This year we will again be holding an Exemplification on Sunday- this year it will begin at 10:00AM and it
will be completed in time for you to be on your way home before Noon. We’re hoping to have another
large class and hope you are able to join us- especially if you have not yet witnessed the new
exemplification- it is a great message for every Catholic citizen to hear. Reminder that families are
invited!

There are now almost 1500 Sir Knights serving in 18 Assemblies here in South Dakota helping their
Councils and also participating in various Patriotic and Civic programs and events. In addition to the Sir
Knights of the 4th Degree being the visible arm of the Knights of Columbus, they serve our state,
parishes, and communities in the following ways: 1) Supporting and defending our Catholic Faith, 2)
Supporting and defending our US Constitution, and 3) Supporting and honoring our Veterans and Active
Military. If you are not yet a Sir Knight, we invite you to join us in these endeavors.

| want to Congratulate 2 Assemblies who will receive Star Assembly Awards at this year’s State
Convention: Msgr Thomas Flynn Assembly 2216 in Madison, and St James Assembly 3645 in Hartford.
Congratulations on your achievement! Also, Congratulations to the Following Assemblies achieved Civic
Awards: Fr Robert Flannery Assembly 2690 in Huron, and Msgr Peter Meyer Assembly 2045 in Mitchell.

Vivat Jesus,

Gerald Dvorak, PSD
MFD South Dakota Knights of Columbus
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Report of the Immediate Past State Deputy

Ray Pierson
to the 2026 State Convention

Worthy Brother Knights, thank you for all that you do for the Order and thank you for attending this
122" State Convention in our state capitol city, Pierre, South Dakota. My wife, Ann, and | would like to
send our prayers and thoughts to all Knights, their wives, and families.

Thank you to the local council in Pierre for their effort put forth for this convention. We have been away
from this location for quite a few years so it is good to be back and we look forward to a great
convention with many renewed acquaintances and meeting new friends. It is always great to get
together with men and women across the state and celebrate the Knights of Columbus in South Dakota
and beyond!

As this fraternal year is nearing the end it is a good time to reflect on the past year since we met last in
Sioux Falls for the 121 State Convention. | see many good things going on across the state with
programs, events and membership growth. | congratulate the 16 Star Councils from last year and | know
that we can even have more this year! Keep up the good work that you do and remember to always
invite men to join us. We need more men and families to do greater things in our communities, our
state and our world.

Again, enjoy your time here at your State Convention, meet some new friends and learn what others are
doing in their Councils. Maybe take back some ideas to your Council and enjoy some new energy by
trying something new. It is always good to keep things fresh and new when possible.

May God bless everyone!
Vivat Jesus

Ray Pierson
Immediate Past State Deputy

18



Report of the State Secretary
James Schaefers
to the 2026 State Convention

Welcome Brother Knights to the 2026 122nd State Convention. We are so appreciative to our Pierre and
Fort Pierre Brother Knights for hosting this year. This center of the state location should be a great help
for attendance, and | am looking forward to seeing and visiting with all of you.

Enjoy walking thru and visiting with the vendors. You can always find things to take back to your council
in planning events and other things for the upcoming year. We also want you to enjoy walking through
the St. Carlo Acutis’ Eucharistic Miracles poster boards that are on display, Country Store (where the
silent raffle baskets are), and the Chapel Room for some quite time with our Lord Jesus Christ.

Make sure to stop by the Hospitality Rooms in the evenings to enjoy great fellowship. Build new
friendships with other Brother Knights from across our great state. Who knows, you may find a lost
relative you never knew you had.

Vivat Jesus,

James Schaefers
State Secretary
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Report of the State Treasurer
Jeff Gillen
to the 2026 State Convention

Brother Knights,

Welcome to Pierre for 122" South Dakota State Convention! What a great time to focus on Fraternity
and the good works of the Order across our wonderful state. Your attendance is important to enhance
the sharing of your council’s successful accomplishments, brainstorming on new ideas, and the ability to
assist guiding the order into the future.

Feedback is also a very important component of continuous process improvement, both positive and
negative, albeit constructive is best, with ideas for solutions is best hammered out when your thoughts
are shared with others and consensus can be attained for a path forward. | welcome all ideas you might
have, be prepared to follow-up in writing as many great ideas without follow through action die on the
vine.

As your State Treasurer this past year the State Officers have taken steps to consolidate all banking
accounts with one financial institution that exists throughout the state making it more efficient for us to
conduct business more effectively and efficiently. Our third-party financial reviews continue to reflect
strong internal business practices to support our charitable efforts and benevolent programs such as the
school loan program. Please continue to support the school loan program in your councils.

As you look to your left and right, reach out with a warm smile and seek out both old friends and friends
you haven’t met yet. Let no river divide us or our ability to work together to support and defend our
faith, helping those in need, protecting all stages of natural life.

Cheri and | look forward to meeting all of you and getting to know you this weekend. Let’s have a
wonderful time and strengthen the bonds that brought together and pray for the Canonization of
Blessed Michael McGivney and Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk.

Respectfully submitted, Vivat Jesus

Jeffrey Gillen
State Treasurer
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Proposed Budget for 2026-2027

Budget for 2026-2027
INCOME 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-20286 2026-2027
Category ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET YTD* BUDGET BUDGET
Bishops Burse 2,527.00 3,104.00 4,941.50 1,859.00 3,000.00 47.00 3,000.00 3,000.00
Donations - Other 0.00 0.00] 19,633.42 77,419.20 0.00 104.47 1,000.00 1,000.00
Discernment Fund 1,810.00 459.60 320.00 320.00 500.00 0.00 500.00 500.00
Interest 3.90 0.73 320.25 1,064.76 100.00 779.36 400.00 400.00
Misc 710,00 14,795.35 24,297.30 3,482.55 §,000.00 75.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
Special Projects/ SPF 84,375.00 78,965.00 77,898.00 71,210.00 77,000.00 50.00 75,000.00 75,000.00
State Convention Income 20,135.00 22,263.29| 2535848 | 20,313.00 28,000.00 560.00|  25,000.00 25,000.00
Basket Raffle 99.00 2,000.00 4,095.00 4,180.00 2,000.00 0.00 3,000.00 3,000.00
State Program 46,745.47 12,011.45 10,252.88 8,640.45 15,000.00 18028.70 15,000.00 15,000.00
Culture of Life 624.00 756.00 539.50 1,207.00 1,000.00 0.00 500.00 500.00
McGivney Camp 820.00 95.00 910.00 1,370.00 500.00 450.00 500.00 1,000.00
'Wheel Chair Mission Inc 0.00 0.00 13,900.00 3,150.00 Q.00 300.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
Tootsie Rolls 107,883.24 102,892.68 99,421.23 97,354.51 100,000.00 71335.44 100,000.00 100,000.00
Per Capita 62,844.50 57,805.00 56,500.00 54,281.25 5§,000.00 51534.50 5§,000.00 68,000.00
KC Foundation 1,836.36 0.00
TOTALINCOME 328,980.11 295,148.10 | 338,387.56 | 347,688.08 289,100.00 143,364.47 283,900.00 296,400.00
EXPENSES 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027
Category ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET YTD* BUDGET BUDGET
Bishops Burse 2,400.00 2,891.00 2,939.50 4000.00 3,000.00 0.00 3,000.00 3,000.00
Charity Donations 700.00 150.00 15,214.50 15,639.20 1,000.00 1,150.00 1,500.00 1,500.00
Discernment Fund 0.00 475.00 0.00 500.00 300.00 0.00 500.00 500.00
VOAD 0.00 1,634.26 232.75 557.21 1,500.00 150.00 500.00 150.00
Administration Assist 5,373.66 5,554.88 5,707.74 5,921.73 6,000.00 499093 6,000.00 6,000.00
Crusader 10,681.34 13,114.583 10,284.80 5.679.03 5,000.00 4.759.75 5,000.00 5,000.00
Website 0.00 0.00 4562.68 1,630.14 0.00 GE2.68 B800.00 800.00
Supplies ! Postage / Equip. 1,450.64 2,956.56 3,853.31 3,921.90 3,000.00 2,634.47 1,500.00 2,000.00
Misc 4,614.58 5,045.43 4,540.26 3,204.51 5,000.00 4.141.62 2,000.00 3.500.00
Professional Fees 0.00 3,381.38 3,531.15 4,242 .89 3,500.00 0.00 4,000.00 3.800.00
Special Projects/ SPF 68,258.00 73,702.25 55,881.22 65,926.05 G8,000.00 154521 65,000.00 70,000.00
State Convention §1,731.44 52,860.48 39,388.09 56,975.87 59,500.00 419.70 56,500.00 50,000.00
State Program 45,543.00 30,847.30 32,553.23 43,330.45 29,000.00 25,868.76 30,000.00 35,000.00
Culture of Life 0.00 906.00 1,033.89 1,503.67 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
McGivney Camp 0.00 442182 2,616.88 2,178.56 2,500.00 4.768.78 2,000.00 2,000.00
'Wheel Chair Mission Inc 0.00 0.00 0.00 15,000.00 0.00 0.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
Tootsie Rolls 105,387.18 104,845.93 98,111.68 99,903.76 100,000.00 7525.50 100,000.00 100,000.00
Supreme Conv 2,738.20 1,020.00 1,142.64 2,752.41 2,500.00 812.73 2,500.00 3,500.00
Contributions 0.00 150.00 0.00 0.00 Q.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Disaster 75,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00
TOTALEXPENSES 309,878.04 303,958.12 | 281,594.32 | 407,907.18 290,800.00 63,330.13 283,800.00 292,750.00
NETINCOME / [LOSS) 19,102.07 (8,810.02) 56,793.24 (60,219.10) {1,700.00) 80,034.34 100.00 3,650.00

* as of March 25,

, 2026
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Report of the State Warden
Andrew Wolter
to the 2026 State Convention

Brother Knights, Families, and Guests —

Welcome to Pierre and the 122" South Dakota Knights of Columbus State Convention! Thank you to host
Council 2686 for all your work to make this a successful convention. We look forward to a weekend
which we know will put our works of charity, fraternity, and faith on display. It is always refreshing to see
the sum of all the Knights do here in South Dakota!

There are meaningful opportunities for training and sharing our experiences this weekend and | hope
you all will take the time to participate fully and bring your knowledge to the table for others. This is
vitally important to the health of the order, not just this weekend, but whenever you are working or
visiting with brother knights. Support and knowledge from current and past leaders is the key ingredient
to creating new leaders of the order for years to come.

| encourage you to take your newly found knowledge back to your councils and continue to share it with
others to further strengthen the Order. Do not limit your sharing to current brothers, go out, and invite
more good men to join the Order and expand our works!

My wife, Bailee, and | are glad to have you here with us for our annual gathering. We are looking forward
to a fruitful weekend celebrating the work of the order here in South Dakota! Thank you for your
continued support.

Vivat Jesus!

Andrew Wolter
State Warden
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Report of the Membership Director
Greg Boggs
to the 2026 State Convention

We are dedicated to inviting others to experience the deeper meaning of charity, unity, and fraternity
through the Knights of Columbus. By welcoming new members into the Order, we offer them the
opportunity to join a community of men who serve as excellent examples of Catholic faith. Many of our
councils are currently seeking new members to support their growth. Working toward becoming a Star
Council is about ensuring men remain deeply engaged in their faith. This objective transcends numerical
targets; it is about reaching out to those who demonstrate a genuine desire for this community. As of
this time ,the state and councils are nearing that fifty percent of quota. We have a few hard months to
finish off the year. We must clean up what is in front of us and Invite those men on the e-member list
and invite others in as well.

We as Knights must invite those Men.
Vivat Jesus

Greg Boggs
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Report of the COR Coordinator
Jim Kinyon
to the 2026 State Convention

Dear Brother Knights

Supreme has been trying to promote Cor amongst councils across the state and nation. Fr. Kayser and |
have been asked to help promote and coordinate Cor across the state this year. While most councils feel
like they have enough programs and activities, Cor is intended to increase our focus on essentially the
who and why of the Knights. It is to give priority to Jesus through prayer and formation activities. Many
Knight already have in place activities that qualify as Cor activities. (TMIS, Into the Breech, Mass for
Deceased Members, Holy Hours, Retreat, or Parish Missions).

For our councils what | am asking for is coordination. In other words, communication with us at the state
and national level so we can help promote and report upon these activities. Other councils have not
embraced Cor and the who and why behind what they do is lost. Failing to embrace Cor leads to
burnout and a failure to engage new members.

If we fail to feed men, they will either drop out or look to meet their needs elsewhere. That elsewhere
could be another group, another church, or something in the secular world. We all know we are seeing
men who fall away and far too many of our young men have declared themselves “nones” (not
religiously affiliated).

Knowledge, either through study or an encounter in prayer, transforms our lives and gives us meaning,
purpose, peace and joy. Far too many men don’t know the love God has for them. Their service and
sacrifices are all about “should” and “have to.” Their faith life isn’t a source of joy and transformation.
Men, and especially young men, will walk away like the rich young man in the Bible and become lost in
the world of selfishness and ego.

For Knights to “do” we must see that our men have an encounter with Jesus. Like St. Paul did on
horseback, Zaccheus in the tree, or St. Matthew at his tax booth, they encountered the Lord. After this,
these men were changed. They were ready to serve the Lord, give up everything, and even die for him.

Please let us know who your Evangelization and Formation Director or council Cor director is, their name
and contact information. As Knights the men of our parish need us to help lead them. Please call, text or
send your council’s Cor Director today and we will reach out to support them.

For additional information and

My contact information is 605-431-3164 or jkinyon@wsdcf.org e oy na el
kofc.org/cor

Sincerely in Christ,

Jim Kinyon [ .E n

bur council’s Evangelization and Formation Director is _and
he can be reached at email and/or phone
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Report of the Online Membership Director

Daniel Dwire
to the 2026 State Convention

Brother Knights,
Thank you for continuing to embrace the “Join Us” on-line member sign up vs. the form 100.

Supreme is highly encouraging use of the “Join us” in place of form 100 and use of the candidate tab for
processing member transfers. Please use this link to view a short 4 minute video from Supreme on how
to process members quickly using the candidate tab. https://site-
842560.bcvpOrtal.com/detail/videos/membership/video/6145850993001/candidate-tab-
training?autoStart=true

This video can be found on Supreme website under Resources, Fraternal Training, and then click fraternal
video library.

Please continue to have prospects enter your council number when using the “Join us”.

Please make sure candidate checks email soon after and respond to the confirmation email. Many
times that email goes to the prospects spam folder and Supreme will not place them in the Knights until
that confirmation email is responded to.

Supreme is continuing to improve the form.

Please reach out with questions and | look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s convention in Sioux
Falls.

Vivat Jesus

Daniel Dwire
Sdkofcdd2 @outlook.com
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Report of the Retention Director
Daniel Dwire
to the 2026 State Convention

Brother Knights, Thank you for your continued efforts to use the Affiliate program. Supreme works hard
to reach out to these members to re-engage them about our Faith and the Knights of Columbus.
Withdraw requests are still available for those members that can be reached and do not want to
continue to belong to the Knights of Columbus. Just a reminder that the member must write the letter to
withdraw and sign the document. As always we need to continue the practice of “Leave no Brother
Behind”. Please reach out to myself or your District Deputy if help is needed. The affiliate program allows
councils to submit a list of members to the District Deputy that want to remain a Knight, but may have
moved thus contacting them may be difficult. They may not have time to be active in a council but may
still want to be informed on Knights activities. Supreme works diligently to engage these members and
hopefully they will rejoin a local council in the future. | have seen many of these men use the join us
form on the Supreme Website to rejoin local councils. Retention works alongside recruiting new
members, so that we may continue the works that Father McGivney asked us to do in 1882.

Vivat Jesus

Daniel Dwire
Sdkofcdd2 @outlook.com
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Report of the State Program Director
Ron Seaman
to the 2026 State Convention

Our fraternal year is quickly passing before our eyes. Since our last convention our councils have been
busy with many charitable events to benefit our communities, our families, our support for life from the
moment of conception to the moment of natural death, and our formation in the faith.

COR meetings are drawing our members and men in our parishes to encounter Christ through excellent
faith formation materials and study of Scripture. Strengthened in faith they are equipped to live a life of
charity, unity and fraternity.

As | write this our world is embroiled in conflicts. Christians around the world are being persecuted.
Catholic churches in our own country are subject to meaningless vandalism. Hatred, name calling and
bullying are just a normal part of the online rants. Yet in the midst of it all we read of Bishops around the
country reporting record number of men and women preparing to enter the Church during this Easter
season.

Through this all the Knights of Columbus remain a beacon of hope and a shining example of what the
Catholic Church offers to a world that hungers for truth and hope. We continue to invite these new men
to join us in our efforts to bring comfort to the hungry, homeless and oppressed.

| encourage our councils to provide programs tailored to their community that seek to meet the needs
for our growth in faith, strengthen our families, continue to show solid support for all human life, and
help to meet needs of the local community.

Most important of all, | encourage you to pray. Pray for peace in our world. Pray for protection for all
human life. Pray for your family. Pray for your parishes. Pray for our priests, deacons and seminarians.
Pray for our communities. Prayer is not our last resort, it is our first option. Prayer should be part of all
of our programs and activities.

Vivat Jesus,

Ron Seaman
State Program Director
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Report of the Vocations Director
Vince Boddicker
to the 2026 State Convention

Welcome State Officers, delegates and fellow Brother Knights!

As | was contemplating what to write for this report, | remembered attending Mass at St Michael’s
church in Sioux Falls in early January. We were blessed to have Fr. Michael Kappenman officiating. Fr.
Kappenman is the Vocations director for the Sioux Falls Diocese. In his homily he described his job which
was much different than what | thought. My vision was that his job was to recruit young men to the
seminary and young women to the convent and help to prepare them for their spiritual journey. That
may be part of his job but his main focus, is to provide all the tools necessary for us a laymen, parents
and parishioners to educate our children about their faith and encourage them to ask God if he wants
them to be a priest or member of a religious order.

| wonder how many of us had that conversation with our children and/or other young Catholics we
know? I’'m pretty sure | failed in that department with my children but I still have the opportunity to
encourage those young men and women that | know, to set aside quiet time for God and ask him that
most important question; “What do you want of me Lord”. We as adults also need to ask God that
qguestion. When we do, we need to listen. His answer may be oh so Suttle and God may have to give it
to us in several ways and several times before it sinks in. That first step is always ours as God wants to
help and to guide us but we need to ask! Maybe that should be our resolution for the rest of 2026.

Vivat Jesus!

Vince Boddicker
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Report of the Life Director
Ray Campbell
to the 2026 State Convention

1. The Saint Katharine Drexel Council 16017 lead the $24,380 fund raising for the Alpha Center in
Sioux Falls new Ultrasound machine that has saved a number of little ones. The council
accomplished this with Fish Fries and lots of support from councils all over the state of South
Dakota.

2. The Silver Rose prayer service took place in 30 councils in 2025 and was handed off to our
Brothers in lowa at the Trinity Heights center in Sioux City lowa.

3. 150 plus brother Knights participated in multiple prayer chains around the state.

4. The South Dakota March for Life in January was attended by 50 brother Knights from around
South Dakota.

Vivat Jesus

Ray Campbell
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Report of the Intellectual Disabilities Director
Kyle Christensen
to the 2026 State Convention

Brother Knight’s, welcome to this year's State Convention. This is my first year as your Intellectual
Disabilities Director. At the writing of this report we are at almost $63K in money received from Council
drives.

Your efforts each year make a real difference for the organizations in your communities. You should be
proud of yourselves, your brother Knights, and your Councils. The time and commitment you put into
these drives are clear and truly appreciated.

Thank you for your patience and support as | work to serve you in this role. It is an honor to serve
alongside each of you. If you have any questions, please reach out via call or text at (605) 759-0698 or
email at kyle.christensen923@gmail.com

Vivat Jesus!

Kyle Christensen
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Tootsie Roll Distribution List

703 Lead Lead Deadwood School District $966.00
703 Lead Black Hills Work Foundation $500.00
820 Aberdeen Aspire $2,672.00
820 Aberdeen SPURS $2,672.00
820 Aberdeen Roncalli Special Education $2,672.00
859 Cretin - Watertown Watertown Special Olympics $1,000.00
859 Cretin - Watertown Watertown HS 18-21 Transition Program $500.00
859 Cretin - Watertown New Horizons $500.00
859 Cretin - Watertown Cordell Watt $100.00
859 Cretin - Watertown Stacey Watt $100.00
859 Cretin - Watertown Scott Schwinger $200.00
859 Cretin - Watertown Tanya Maag $200.00
859 Cretin - Watertown Kevin Miller $360.00
859 Cretin - Watertown Tracy Sumner $200.00
1079 Mitchell - Maher Life Quest $1,343.00
1489 Rapid City - OLPH Black Hills Workshop $416.80
1489 Rapid City - OLPH Black Hills Special Olympics $416.80
1489 Rapid City - OLPH Black Hills Children Home $416.80
1489 Rapid City - OLPH Camp Friendship - Rapid City $416.80
1525 Woonsocket Life Quest - Mitchell $246.00
1536 Yankton Yankton Special Olympics $1,075.00
1536 Yankton Ability Building Services $1,075.00
1720 Milbank Grant County ARC $2,500.00
1720 Milbank GRA Disabilities $500.00
2676 Wagner/Dante Wagner Community School $1,253.60
2679 Philip Haakon Independent School District $377.56
2686 Pierre Pierre Wildcats Special Olympics of SD $2,189.37
2686 Pierre B!ack Hills Special Services Cooperative - $2.189.37
Pierre

2703 Redfield Redfield School District $514.00
2705 Lemmon Women Health Center
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2864 Chamberlain Dakota Milestones $316.80
2977 Madison ?/I%i(w:ci)a:ll\?ggiz%ir?SStrikes $500.00
2977 Madison Valiant Living $504.00
3527 De Smet DeSmet High School $262.00
3640 Brookings Advance of Brookings, SD $586.00
3640 Brookings Brookings, SD Special Olympics $586.00
4002 Bon Homme Avon School District $300.00
4002 Bon Homme Scotland School District $550.00
4002 Bon Homme Menno School District $980.00
4002 Bon Homme Bon Homme School District $1,700.00
4002 Bon Homme Freeman Public School $130.00
4133 Sisseton Special Olympics of the Sisseton Area $705.00
4213 Mobridge Mobridge-Pollock Special Education $2,068.00
4750 Hoven Mental Physical Special Needs - Hoven $366.00
4806 Polo State Council $363.20
4903 Waubay/Webster Waubay Public School $455.00
4903 Waubay/Webster Webster Area Public School $455.00
5738 Highmore Huron Council $671.64
5738 Highmore Highmore Special $447.76
6605 Sioux Falls Little Flower Catechesis of the Good Shepherd $440.00
6605 Sioux Falls Little Flower Special Olympics of South Dakota $440.00
6605 Sioux Falls Little Flower DakotAbilities $440.00
6605 Sioux Falls Little Flower Patrick Mahoney $440.00
6912 Gettysburg Gettysburg Public School $523.00
7433 Clear Lake Deuel School $227.20
7681 Britton-Hecla Britton/Hecla School District Spec Ed $382.00
8025 Rapid City St Therese Special Olympics $907.00
8025 Rapid City St Therese Camp Friendship $907.00
8025 Rapid City St Therese Suncatcher Therapeutic Riding Academy $907.00
8844 g:g:n?;tztBlessed Rapid City Flame - Special Olympics $1,820.00
8844 g:ggn?gztmessed Wellfully $1,820.00
9375 Salem McCook Central School $300.00
9375 Salem Life Quest $219.00
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10328 Vermillion Sesdac Foundation - Vermillion, SD $463.00
10328 Vermillion Vermillion Special Olympics $463.00
10546 Ipswich Ipswich Public School $427.00
10546 Ipswich Edmunds Central Public School $44.00
10546 Ipswich Leola Public School $105.00
11739 Hartford West Centeral School $326.00
12617 Sioux Falls St Michael OGorman Junior High $300.00
12617 Sioux Falls St Michael St Michael School $1,000.00
12617 Sioux Falls St Michael Hayward Elementary/Emily Skrien $300.00
12617 Sioux Falls St Michael Hawthorne Elementary/Rebecca Griffith $300.00
12617 Sioux Falls St Michael Pettigrew Elementary/Kim Euchner $300.00
12617 Sioux Falls St Michael Special Olympics $683.00
13302 Sioux Falls St. Lamberts Bob and Jamie Messerli $468.00
13302 Sioux Falls St. Lamberts Amber Poulos $468.00
13302 Sioux Falls St. Lamberts Chuck and Maria Schipper $468.00
13302 Sioux Falls St. Lamberts Martin and Erin Szabo $468.00
15748 Sioux Falls Holy Spirit REACH $839.25
15748 Sioux Falls Holy Spirit Special Olympics of SD $839.25
15748 Sioux Falls Holy Spirit Holy Spirit Elementary School $839.25
15748 Sioux Falls Holy Spirit Dakotabilities $839.25
15970 Stickney Corsica-Stickney Public School $123.00
16017 gig)l(élFalls St Katharine South Dakota Special Olympics $1,292.00
16230 Tea Tea Area School District Special Education $407.06
16802 Sioux Falls Christ the King Sioux Falls Lancers Special Olympics Team $888.00
16802 Sioux Falls Christ the King Lifescape $888.00

TOTAL: $62,828.76
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Report of the Family Director
Darin Kayser
to the 2026 State Convention

Welcome to this year’s 122nd State Knights of Columbus convention. This year has been a busy year for
me anyway, | hope your council's year has been as well. When | watch the Supreme webinars | can't
help think think about how faithful men of the Knights of Columbus really are. With that being said as
Family Director Food for Families gets talked about a lot. Now we have two new categories Quinceanera
support, and Remembering our Faithful Departed, along with Food for Families, Good Friday Family
Promotion, Keep Christ in Christmas, Family Week, Family Prayer Night, Family of the Year/Month, Family
Fully Alive, Consecration to the Holy Family. | hope that these programs help your council out.

| also take care of the SPF tickets witch this time of year is a constant checking the mail box. This is the
fun part of my position. I'm happy to say this year, mostly in part to the all of you members and councils |
have sent out all of my tickets and have received request for more from some councils. So thank You for
all your hard work.

Darin Kayser
Family Director
Vivat Jesus
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Report of the Faith Director
Jay Bakken
to the 2026 State Convention

Dear Brother Knights,

Greetings and God’s Blessings to you and your families. This year is my first year of being

your new State Faith Director, and it has been a joy to be part of the State team. The Sacred Heart Icons
are now circulating within the state over these next two years. Each District Deputy should have
received a schedule of the routing of the icon as it moves across the state and should have passed

that schedule along to their councils. | would encourage every council and parish to participate if
possible. The District Deputies will be helping to coordinate the movement of the Icons according to the
schedule. If you have any questions about when your council will receive the Icon please reach out to
me or your District Deputy and we can help get you the needed information. Please take time now to
work with your Parish Priests to make the needed arrangements so you are ready when these

Icons reach your parish.

Each year the need to support Vocations within the Catholic Church becomes more critical to address
the growing need for spiritual direction in our world today! Each Knight and Council is encouraged to
take the lead by leading Holy Hours, the Rosary before Mass, Stations of the Cross, and other
Sacramental Gift programs that benefit our local church communities and provide spiritual

direction. Faith starts at home. By being leaders of the faith in your homes and communities, Knights
can have a tremendous impact on a world that is currently in need of Savior.

Thank you all for your leadership and saying “yes” when called to action.

Vivat Jesus!

Jay Bakken
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Report of the Community Director
Collin Newton
to the 2026 State Convention

Global Wheelchair Program: SD knights have been helping those of South Dakota with mobility
challenges by delivering wheelchairs to them at their very house. We are continuously called upon to
further meet an outstanding need for mobility to many that can’t afford that luxury. For many that have
not experienced the loss of mobility, don’t realize the luxury it is. South Dakota councils and assemblies
are coming forward to help meet this need with the funds to pay for the wheelchairs. The SD Knights will
continue to drive to help those in need.

Knights of Columbus Free Throw, Soccer or Hockey Challenge: Are very popular Community programs
that are always well attended. These challenges provide an athletic outlet for young people through
competition designed for kids to demonstrate their skills.

Coats for Kids: There are a number of kids staying warm this winter due to the Knights of Columbus and
the coats for kids’ program. There have been thousands of dollars spent by the SD Knights to fund coats
and other clothing essentials for keeping kids warm during the cold and harsh temperatures of winter.
Each council's efforts typically go to support the needs within their own area.

Helping Hands: Put your faith into action and help people who are less fortunate in your community. In

the spirit of our founder, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, councils lead efforts to assist those most in need.
Guidelines for this program are broad and can include forming partnerships with local aid organizations
or independently planning unique activities.

As long as there are deeds for needs, the Knights shall never rest.

Community Director,

Collin Newton
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Report of the Athletic Activities Director
John Cihak
to the 2026 State Convention

The State Knights of Columbus free throw competition was held March 1 at Chamberlain National Guard

Armory. Eighty kids participated. Started at 1:00 and was done by about 3:00. We were able to use four

baskets and that made things go a lot faster. There was over 2100 baskets shot. We had a good group of
spectators. The weather was nice this year. First place winners received a trophy, metal and a basketball.
Second through fourth place winners received trophies.

A big thank you to Steve Fox and the Chamberlain Council for hosting and keeping score. Thank you to
Mark Nesladek from Chamberlain for taking pictures and putting them in the Crusader. A BIG thank you
to Jeff Gillen for getting the scores organized. Thank you to all District Deputies for getting the scores to
us and helping in any way. Also thank you to Dan Johnson and family for helping and handing out
awards.

This year we had scoring sheets for each age group for spectators to keep score.
Please order t-shirts before Oct. 15 so they can be brought to the winter meeting.
You can start your free throw competition in December.

If anyone has some ideas to make hoop shoot better, let us know.

John Cihak

State Youth Director
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Report of the Administrative Assistant
and Student Loan Administrator
Scott Schroeder to the 2026 State Convention

My contact information is adminasst@kofcsd.org or 605-880-1254. I'm a multi-functional
communicator. | use email. | text. | answer phone calls. I'll even accept correspondence through the mail.

State Directory — The State Directory is available online at https://kofcsd.org under Forms and
Documents. The Directory has contact information for all the KC leaders in the state so we password
protect it. The password is BlessedMcGivney. The information in the Directory is only as good as the
information you provide me. If you're the GK or FS and you move, change email addresses or change
phone numbers, please tell me. If your council chooses a new GK or FS, please send me their name,
mailing address, email address and mobile phone number. | know you sent it to Supreme, but they do
not send it to me.

Why does the State Council need your mailing address? Occasionally we need to mail your council things
like your SPF rebate check or your per capita notice. Some councils have talked to their parish and
received permission to use the parish address for KC mail. This is a really good idea. If you do this,
someone must go to the parish office regularly to check the mail or ask the receptionist to contact you

when there is mail.

If you read this report, stop and see me in the office and tell me “SDSU grads wish they’d gone to USD”
and you'll get a prize. :)

Student Loan Program - The Student Loan Fund continues to be in sound condition. Three loans were
paid off in the last year. Currently there are 8 loans with outstanding balances totaling $13,057.90. In the
past year there were no new loan applications. The Student Loan Fund is strong and has plenty of

available funds just waiting to be loaned out.

Please remind your council members of the student loan program. For those entering the priesthood or
religious life; upon ordination or receiving their holy orders that person's debt to the KC Student Loan
Fund is forgiven. Be sure to encourage them to join the Knights of Columbus and apply for a loan. Feel
free to contact me with any questions concerning the student loan program.

Vivat Jesus,

Scott Schroeder

38


mailto:adminasst@kofcsd.org

Report of the State Historian
Scott Cunningham
to the 2026 State Convention

Greetings Brother Knights,

Welcome to the 2026 South Dakota Knights of Columbus State Convention. | hope you take the
opportunity to renew old friendships and make some new ones. The State Convention is a great
opportunity gather and share ideas that can help your councils become even more valuable to your
parishes and communities.

We have started to get updated council officer information to update our history records since our
100th anniversary celebration. In 2029 the South Dakota State Council will celebrate their 125th
anniversary. | will be seeking information as we get closer to 2029, your help would be appreciated. | am

looking forward to working with your councils in the future.

If you have a need for any historical information, please contact me and | will do my best to provide that
information. | can be contacted at aberdeenkc820@yahoo.com or 605-380-9446

Vivat Jesus,

Scott Cunningham, State Historian
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Report of the State Ceremonials Chairman
Tim Salmen
to the 2026 State Convention

Greetings to all my Brother Knights and their families as we gather for our annual convention here in
Pierre. | am sure the Pierre council has planned a great weekend for us, and | am excited to visit with my
many friends once again that I've made throughout the years of coming to these conventions!

Membership is the lifeblood of any organization, and the Knights of Columbus is no different. We need
members to do the many good works that we do so recruitment is crucial to our organization. It is
important to schedule exemplifications prior to conducting recruitment or membership drives. If you
have the date set, it is much easier to get a commitment from your prospective member to attend the
exemplification. Talk to your priest and ask his permission and support to schedule an exemplification
after a weekend Mass. Then recruit men to attend and join the Knights. Encourage them to invite their
families and friends to witness as we exemplify the principles of the Order. Plan a light meal or other
event after the exemplification so that everyone in attendance can enjoy some fellowship and discuss
what they just witnessed.

If someone wants to join but there are no exemplifications scheduled in the immediate future,
encourage them to join online. Any eligible Catholic man 18 years or older can go to www.kofc.org and
join the order online. He must, of course, be a practicing Catholic and attest on his honor that he is. He
can then attend an exemplification in his area to receive the degree, or he can do the exemplification
online as well.

While the online exemplification is available and a convenient way for men to receive the lessons our
Order, a live in-person exemplification is still the best and preferred way for us to learn the first three

Principles of the Order, which are Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.

If anyone has questions about the exemplifications, either online or live, | am happy to answer them for
you.

As | said, | look forward to visiting with friends I’'ve made at past conventions and meeting new friends
who are attending their first conversation. | pray that you all have an enjoyable time and that you find
some time for prayer and reflect on what the Knights of Columbus means to you and how blessed we are
to be members and extended family of the greatest Catholic organization in the world!

Vivat Jesus!

Tim Salmen
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Report of the Disaster Chairman
Maynard J. Konechne
to the 2026 State Convention

We have had a few disasters this past year. We always hope that things remain calm, but things happen.
The disaster that affected an entire community had to be the fire at Saint Joseph’s Church in Wessington
Springs right after Christmas. It has been determined that the Church is a total loss. The Parish is having
to travel to other communities to attend Mass. They have restarted their CRE classes for the children,
this is meaningful for the youth of this community to continue their teachings in their Parish community.

In January there were 100-mile an hour winds in Western South Dakota. They had a lot of tree damage
which affected many power lines. With the power lines being affected for some up to 6-7 days these
individuals lost what they had in the freezers and refrigerators. Feeding South Dakota responded with
food boxes for those individuals that were affected. | do know there were individuals that responded to
assisting neighbors with cleaning up their yards.

| will be representing the Knights along with members of Catholic Charities of Rapid City at the upcoming
Applied Institute for Disaster Excellence in Orlando, Florida as part of their Disaster team.

As the Knights are part of the South Dakota Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster | have been
elected as President, so we deal with any disasters in SD. We have worked with the Sisseton area with
flooding and a fire at an apartment complex in Kyle just to name a few for this past year.

Vivat Jesus

Maynard Konechne
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Report of the McGivney Guild Director
Maynard J. Konechne
to the 2026 State Convention

It has been five years since the beatification of Blessed Michael McGivney. Father McGivney founded the
Knights of Columbus to assist Catholic families through the faith formation of men who would give time
and talent to the Church and their needy brothers and sisters. The reality of family life must begin in our
relationship with Jesus Christ. This turn toward the inner life of each person, each mother or father, each
son or daughter, is the seed and springboard for creating strong families that become the foundation of a
more just and loving society.

As natural families and as the fraternal family of the Knights of Columbus, let us prepare for the feast day
of Blessed Michael McGivney (August 13) with a renewed intensity in our prayers that he will be raised
soon to the honors of the altar as a canonized saint.

Let’s all take a few minutes to join the Guild and continue to pray for the canonization of Blessed Michael
McGivney.

Blessed Michael McGivney pray for us, as we pray for your canonization.

PRAYER FOR THE CANONIZATION OF BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest,
Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous
service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church.
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue
his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael
McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor |
now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Report of the Native American Exchange Director
Deacon Steven A. MclLaughlin, Sr.
to the 2026 State Convention

Dear Brother Knights, April is coming up fast and it will be good to get together again to meet, discuss
issues within the Knights of Columbus, and to see how we have been getting along over the winter
months. The Native American Exchange Program is still up and running however it is not being utilized as
it could be. We have had one student exchange package submitted so far this year. As we continue
through this current year it would be great to see things pick up and schools starting to utilize the
program again. | know in the past students made friends from other schools and started writing to each
other, to see how each was doing. They were also able to visit the various schools and drop in at the
classrooms to see what they were learning at a particular time. The Knights were also able to pay for the
transportation from one school to another, this was very helpful to the schools in their decisions on
which schools to visit. | remember receiving letters from the students telling me how appreciative they
were to be able to visit other schools and meet new students. Some of the students who traveled to St.
Joseph Indian School in Chamberlain learned Native Arts, and how to speak some of the Native
Language. They also were able to visit the museum on campus which has a large array of artifacts within
it. The students wrote many letters explaining their desire to visit the school again. It is my prayer that
this very worthwhile program will start to be utilized again soon so that students from all over the state
will have the ability to meet, engage, and become friendly with each other.
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Report of District 1 Deputy
Richard Larson
to the 2026 State Convention

The District is comprised of 6 Councils — Msgr Delahoyde, St Theresa of Avila Parish — Beresford, Good
Shepard, Good Shepherd Parish — Centerville, Richard Dailey, St Peters, St Josephs, and St Theresa of
Calcutta Parishes — Jefferson, St Agnes, St Agnes Parish — Vermillion, St Patricks, St Patricks Parish —
Wakonda, and Marty , Sacred Heart and St benedict Parishes - Yankton.

Msgr Delahoyde Council 8811 — Beresford, SD

Currently a solid small Council with a new Grand Knight Kelly Haisch, who is trying to get his feet on the
ground. Most members are old timers but Kelly is trying to recruit some younger members without
much luck so far. They did do the Free Throw shoot. They do fish frys during Lent. Currently changing
their meeting times to get more men involved in the meetings. Now until April, they meet an hour
before Mass on Sundays, but in April they will change to meeting Saturday night after 5 pm M ass.

Good Shepherd Council 10266 — Centerville, SD

Patrick Sees is the Grand Knight and | have had a number of telephone conversations with him as they
have not had a scheduled meeting since | have been the District Deputy. They supposedly want to merge
with Beresford Council, but membership has yet to move or vote on it. The last conversation | had with
Patrick he told me he was to write emails and letters to membership to get a decision. | have not heard
from him as to a resolution.

Richard Dailey Council 11315 — Jefferson, SD

This Council is comprised of three different parishes: St Theresa of Calcutta — Dakota Dunes, SD, St
Josephs — Elk Point, SD and St Petters — Jefferson. The Grand Knight here is Michael Dailey. He is on an
even keel. They just Exemplified 3 members. This Council needs some pushing from me, especially with
reports and forms on a timely basis. They do fish frys during Lent. They use a mobile unit so they can
host a fish fry at each of the 3 parishes at least once during Lent. A lot of coordination and manpower to
make it work. They are also involved in the local food pantries. They also have a small scholarship fund
for deserving school kids.

St Agnes Council 10328 — Vermillion, SD

This is a dynamic growing Council that will attain Star Council again this year according to Grand Knight
Kerry Bressler. They just added 3 new members and are experiencing some steady growth, will be close
to 100 members soon. They did participate in the tootsie roll drive, donate to the local food pantry and
prepare the food for the parish gala. They also do some maintenance projects around the church and
school.
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St Patrick Council 11808 — Wakonda, SD

A small Council in a small parish. They do contribute to a small scholarship program for local Catholic
high school students going to college. They do ode fish fry during Lent and they prepare the food for the
Clay Union Electric meeting every year as a major fund raiser. They also do some minor projects around
the church.

Marty Council 1536 — Yankton, SD

This is the largest Council in the District comprised of members from Sacred Heart parish and St
Benedicts. They do a breakfast every second Sunday except in the Summer. The current Grand Knight id
Roger Hejl. They just added 2 new members and have scheduled an Exemplification for Sunday March 29
after the 10 AM Mass at Sacred Heart. They put together a Fat Tuesday Spaghetti dinner to support the
school. They are also implementing a tuition assistance fund for students at Sacred Heart School. They
do participate in the tootsie roll drive. The Council has a charity drive internally to raise funds for a
variety of charities in the area and also Seminarian support.

All the parishes in this District except Marty Council Yankton are in the Holy Angels Pastorate. Fr Terry

Anderson is the pastor and very supportive of the Knights of Columbus. He assists whenever he can in
getting the Knights growing.
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Report of District 2 Deputy
Jerry Zins
to the 2026 State Convention

District 2 Report of the Councils

Council #00815 Marquette Council

Under the leadership of Grand Knight John Lockwood, Marquette Council has experienced a renewed
sense of energy and purpose after several relatively stagnant years. The council has introduced new
programs, formed an exemplification team, and conducted a church drive. Throughout the year, Grand
Knight John has set his sights on achieving Star Council status and has shown strong enthusiasm for
revitalizing and growing the council.

The priests at the cathedral and the parish community are noticeably more aware of the Knights’
presence and activity. At their most recent exemplification, the council welcomed three new members
and has also received several transfers. They are making steady progress in fully staffing their officer
roles, following proper procedures, and aligning their operations more closely with the standards of a
strong council. | am extremely proud of the commitment and effort they have demonstrated this past
year to become a vibrant and sustainable council.

Council #06605 Little Flower St. Therese Sioux Falls

Little Flower Council is anchored by a strong nucleus of seasoned veterans who provide steady
leadership and continuity. Under Grand Knight Jeff Steinberger, the council continues to grow in
effectiveness and focus. Jeff is developing into a confident and capable leader, guiding the council with
clarity and purpose. The members are committed to running meaningful programs and take their
responsibilities seriously, which positions them well for continued success.

There is no reason they should not achieve Star Council status by the end of the year. They remain
current on all required reports and maintain full compliance, demonstrating strong organizational
discipline. Jeff also brings a welcome sense of humor to meetings, keeping them engaging and enjoyable
while ensuring they remain efficient and on task. Each meeting intentionally includes a COR (Cor)
element, reinforcing the spiritual foundation of the council. While new membership has presented some
challenges this year, the council continues to actively pursue and invite new members, showing
determination to strengthen and grow their ranks.

Council #13302 St. Lambert Council Sioux Falls

St. Lambert Council, under the leadership of Grand Knight Don Fischer—who assumed the role this
year—has experienced a remarkable surge in activity, visibility, and overall performance. Don has fully
embraced his responsibilities as Grand Knight, approaching the position with seriousness, integrity, and a
clear commitment to both the council’s success and faithful adherence to Order guidelines.
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The council has launched and expanded several impactful projects, many of which are worthy of special
recognition. Most notable is their Warming Hearts program, which provides food and essential support
to families in need. This initiative reflects the council’s strong dedication to charitable service and its
meaningful presence within the community.

In addition to their program success, St. Lambert has demonstrated strength in membership growth,
successfully meeting their recruitment quota for the year. They remain fully compliant and current with
all required reporting, further underscoring their organizational discipline. With their strong leadership,
active programming, and solid membership performance, St. Lambert Council is a very strong prospect
for achieving Star Council status.

Council #13400 Splitrock Council Brandon/Garretson

Splitrock Council consistently stands out as a stellar council, with active projects always underway. The
members are never hesitant to embrace new ideas or take on new initiatives. They are supported by a
solid foundation of knowledgeable and experienced members who are ready to step up, offer guidance,
and ensure the council’s continued success.

The council remains fully compliant and up to date on all required reports, reflecting strong organization
and accountability. Grand Knight Dean Pierson keeps a close watch on every aspect of council activity,
maintaining clear communication and steady leadership. After earning Star Council status last year,
Splitrock set its sights on achieving the same distinction again from day one.

The council holds quarterly exemplifications and has surpassed its membership quota, welcoming well
over the required number of new members. Just as importantly, they work diligently to engage and
activate new members immediately, integrating them into projects and council life. Demonstrating their
initiative and forward-thinking spirit, Splitrock is also the first council to launch a Hockey Challenge.

#18300 Our Lady of Guadalupe
Our Lady of Guadalupe is a suspended council with no activity and nothing to report.

Conclusion:

District 2 has been vibrant and thriving this year, strengthened by outstanding leadership at the council
level. With like-minded men working toward shared goals—and confidently inviting others to join them
in that mission—the district continues to grow in unity, purpose, and momentum. The overall health of
District 2 is strong, active, and positioned for continued success.
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Report of District 3 Deputy
Lance Mattson
to the 2026 State Convention

St Michael Council 12617: Grand Knight Jim D Krekelberg. The St Michael knights maintain a strong
presence at their parish and are called on often by their priest when help is needed. The Grand Knight
and his leadership group continues to think outside the box at new ways to engage members, conduct
fund raisers and give back to the parish and the community. They held another successful baby bottle
drive where the funds are distributed to several organizations in the community. The council met its
membership goal and completed all requirements in the Faith in Action. This earned them Star Council
for the second year in a row!!

Holy Spirit Council 15748: Grand Knight Thomas Rysavy. The Holy Spirit maintains a very active council.
They serve meals at St Francis House monthly, they serve the meal at the Banquet quarterly. They work
on a project for Habitat for Humanity on a regular basis, as well as working at Feeding South Dakota. The
Holy Spirit Knights support 5 seminarians through prayer and financial support. The knights hold a very
successful Lenten food drive that helps countless families. Past Grand Knight Kraig Keck was recognized
for being the top recruiter for the state bringing in 16 new members. The council met its membership
goal and completed all requirements in the Faith in Action. This earned them Star Council for the second
yearinarow!!

Christ the King Council 16802: Grand Knight Jim Severson. Christ the King continues to be an active
council. The knights do a Knights mass once a month where knights usher, lector, lead the rosary, greet,
and are extraordinary ministers. Through fund raising, the council is able to support numerous causes
including a scholarship for two students to attend a Sioux Falls Catholic School, financially support a
seminarian, the Alpha Center, Special Olympics, and Coats for Kids. The council met its membership goal
and completed all requirements in the Faith in Action. This earned them Star Council for the second year
inarow!!

St Mary Council 17216: Grand Knight Tom Meyer. The St Mary Knights had another busy year. They used
funds from fund raising to financially support coats for kids, a seminarian, wreaths for graves at the
veteran’s cemetery, the Alpha Center, the Father McGivney Camp, the wheelchair project and many
more. The St Mary’s knights also co-hosted the Brothers in Christ Retreat in March. The knights cover
mass ministries once a month. The council met its membership goal and completed all requirements in
the Faith in Action. This earned them Star Council for the second year in a row!!
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Report of District 4 Deputy
Jerome Kaiser
to the 2026 State Convention

In 2025, the Desmet Council 3527 St. Thomas Aquinas Knights of Columbus demonstrated a steadfast
commitment to faith and fellowship through a year of active service and fundraising. Highlights of our

impact include:

® Youth & Education: Awarded scholarships to six parish seniors, funded attendance for teens at
the Steubenville Catholic Youth Conference, and supported the "Tommy’s Angels" care package
program for college students.

® Charitable Outreach: Raised vital funds for Special Projects and those with intellectual
disabilities through our annual Tootsie Roll Drive and raffle ticket sales.

® Community Support: Served over 200 meals at fish fries, hosted fellowship breakfasts for
Mother’s Day and First Communion, and provided financial aid to St. Joseph parish following
their church fire.

® Parish Service: Dedicated labor toward cemetery cleanup, parish maintenance, and supporting

local seminarians and Faith Formation programs.

Through these initiatives, our council continues to strengthen the bond between our members and the

wider parish community.
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Madison Council 2977

From July 2025 through May 2026, the Knights demonstrated exceptional service through a diverse
range of fraternal programs totaling over 800 hours of volunteer labor and significant financial
contributions:

e Community: Executed large-scale projects including the Pine Ridge bike repair initiative (State
Project of the Year submission), "Kids Against Hunger" food boxing for Chad, building local
signage and fencing, and donating 4 cases of "Coats for Kids."

¢ Faith & Church: Supported spiritual life through 294 hours of COR Men’s Faith Group meetings,
weekly prayer walks, brothers in adoration, seminarian sponsorship (RSVP), and providing labor
for parish funerals and galas.

e Family: Fostered parish unity by hosting a "Grill Out" for young families, a strategic planning
social with the Catholic Daughters, and organizing the Pastoral Golf Tournament for Religious
Education.

o Life & Charity: Raised $1,300 via the Tootsie Roll Drive for Special Olympics and Valiant Living,
funded $2,500 for the food pantry through the Poultry Party, and served 56 families in need
through the Lenten Fish Fry program.

e Youth & Education: Engaged 150 DSU students with outreach meals and donated $500 to St.
Thomas School following the Catholic Schools Week breakfast.

Based on the activities provided for the 2025-2026 fraternal year, here is the breakdown of your
council’s impact:

Final Man-Hour Count

The council contributed a total of 853 hours of volunteer service:

e Community: 188 hours (includes bike repairs, signage, fence rebuilding, and food boxing).
e Faith: 386 hours (dominated by the COR Men’s Faith group and Adoration).

e Family: 111 hours (golf tournament, grill outs, and planning meetings).

e Life: 72 hours (Tootsie Roll drive and Lenten fish fry's).

e Youth/Education: 96 hours (DSU student meals and Catholic Schools Week breakfast).
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Total Financial Impact
Your council generated $11,440 in total financial contributions and value:
e Direct Donations: $4,500
o Food Pantry (Poultry Party): $2,500
o St. Thomas School: $500
o Kids Against Hunger: $500
o Seminarian RSVP Program: $500 (plus a $100 refund eligibility from )
o Special Olympics / Valiant Living: $500 (from Tootsie Roll drive)
¢ Fundraising Results: $800
o Tootsie Roll Drive (Remaining balance): $800
e Program Value/Goods: $6,140
o Lenten Fish Fry Meals (Value of 56 boxes): $4,760

o Coats for Kids (4 cases): Approx. $880-51,380 depending on
o Mary’s Statue Flowers & Bowling Sponsorship: ~$500

Neuman Council 15457

Our council began the year strong with excellent fall recruitment and an excited, motivated freshman
class. We sent five men to the College Councils Conference in New Haven where we received the Faith in
Action Life Award. 28 men (14 college) joined the fourth degree at an exemplification held at our
Newman Center. |, GK Austin Guenther, was selected to the College Councils Advisory Board (the college
version of the Board of Directors). Our camping trips, game nights, and all night adoration continue to be
popular events. We just had a pilgrimage to Black Elk Peak, a rewarding and long awaited trip. Overall it
has been an amazing year for the SDSU Newman Center council, and we are looking forward to

continuing this momentum for years to come!

In 2025, Flandreau Council 5029 made a significant impact through extensive hands-on labor and
charitable outreach, most notably serving as the general contractor for the Ss. Simon and Jude Rectory
remodel to prepare for a resident priest. From providing over 10 Sunday breakfasts and weekly Lenten
soup suppers to cleaning the parish cemetery and removing trees, the Council remained a pillar of
physical and spiritual support for the Flandreau and Colman communities. Through targeted fundraisers
and direct service at The Banquet and Sleep in Heavenly Peace, the Knights continued to champion local

causes, life activities, and the future of the Church.
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Key Achievements:

® Parish Revitalization: Led the major repair and remodeling of the Ss. Simon and Jude Rectory
and maintained parish grounds through cemetery cleanup and tree removal.

® Youth & Community Care: Distributed winter gear to 24 children through the Coats for Kids
drive and supported local families via the Build a Bed project and the Free Throw contest.

® Faith & Fellowship: Hosted numerous meals, including fish fries and pulled pork fundraisers, to
support seminarians, FOCUS missionaries, and regional retreat centers.

® Charitable Giving: Provided financial contributions to Right to Life events, RPR Radio, and local

food security programs like The Bread Basket.

In 2025, the Ramona Knights of Columbus Council #6668 focused on deepening spiritual bonds and
expanding community outreach. The year began with a collaborative evening of adoration with the
Madison council, reinforcing a shared commitment to faith and fraternity. Through a mix of youth
engagement, hands-on volunteering, and strategic charitable giving, the Council continued to serve as a

vital support system for the Ramona area and beyond.

Key Achievements:

® Faith & Fellowship: Hosted a meaningful evening of adoration and spiritual reflection in
partnership with brother Knights from Madison to strengthen inter-council bonds.

® Youth Engagement: Successfully conducted the annual Free Throw Championship, promoting
sportsmanship and providing a positive outlet for local community youth.

® Civic Service: Maintained a consistent presence in the Ramona area through active volunteering
and organizational support for various local events.

® Charitable Impact: Provided essential financial support to key organizations, including Feeding
South Dakota, South Dakota Special Olympics, Right to Life, the Ramona Fire Department, and

St. Thomas School.
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Report of District 5 Deputy
State Treasurer Jeff Gillen
to the 2026 State Convention

From my perspective, every council is not the same and the 5 councils in District 5 are unique in their
own right and provide excellent support to the clergy, their parishes, and the communities in which they
live! All the council meetings had key officers strategically planning their events to provide sustainable
support for clergy and seminarians, the youth of the church, for special needs individuals, and respect
for all stages of natural life. When these Knights “Lock-on” & engage on task, they accomplish the
objective without fail. While inviting new members continues to be a major challenge for the smaller
councils, all continue to invite men of the parish to join them on event and work opportunities that build
fraternal trust and will ultimately lead these men to join the Order.

Since 3 councils meet on the same night of the month, it is impossible to attend every meeting every
month, but each opportunity was rewarding in and of its own merit. | want to thank the Grand Knights
and all the Knights | met for the hospitality they afforded me when | attended their council meetings,
when | provided email blasters with keys issues needing to be addressed and when | provided guidance
and solutions on outstanding tasks that didn’t quite get registered at Supreme.

The District Free Throw was a marvelous success as the talents of Nick Kranz and his volunteers to host
the shoot at Watertown’s junior high school was remarkable! Every council held competitions at home
and sent their super shooters to Watertown Feb 1. The facility hosted 10 of the 12 age groups shooting
simultaneously facilitating a very speedy tournament! Thank you to each council and to Nick Kranz and
his team for assisting me in getting it done!

Lastly, here are items of specific interest for you.

Cretin Council 859 — Watertown. The pastor in Watertown challenged the Knights to open their
perspective and the opportunity to support the entire pastorate of 5 parishes. While this may seem
contrary to the past 20 years of every parish having its own council, the Unity this generated has actually
brought more men together to support keeping all 5 parishes vibrant and building a stronger pastorate.
They also integrated the activities of the 4" Degree Assembly into their meetings consolidating
leadership, manpower, and patriotic support into all activities where appropriate.

Albert Gilbert Hess Council 1720 — Milbank. Have you been to the Bishops’ fishing tournaments?
Milbank Council 1720 assists the foundation with manpower for the early event to support seminarians
and the tournament is alot of fun! Councils should sponsor a boat, bring your clergy and your best
anglers to generate friendly competition between boats!

| encourage all councils to join forces across districts to work together on larger efforts such as Sleep in
Heavenly peace and build beds for the underprivileged in your community and across the state! When
raising funds for beds — don’t forget the bedding and pillows! Make every bed a dream come true for
these children and enjoy making some saw dust doing it!
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Report of District 6 Deputy
Rod Ochsner
to the 2026 State Convention

As District Deputy 6 since July 2023, the most enjoyable part of this job has been attending council
meetings throughout the district, getting to know the brother Knights in those councils, and sharing
successes between councils. District 6 has been blessed with some very active and hard-working
dedicated Knights.

District 6 includes the councils of Aberdeen, Britton-Hecla, Ipswich, and Waubay-Webster.

Grand Knight Rory King leads the Aberdeen Council. Aberdeen has been a very active council for several
years, as they have a very balanced program of activities. They keep

very visible in the community. This is the largest council in the district, has a lot of experience in faith in
action programs, and is a good model to our smaller councils. The Coats for Kids program is a great
example of this, where the smaller district councils have added this program, modifying it to fit their
small communities. Aberdeen has a very successful model for their tootsie roll drive, which is a large
dollar generator for them, allowing them to give more to the community. GK Rory has introduced a new
Faith Formation program into the monthly meetings, adding presenters such as priests, retired priests
and others. This has become very popular, as it connects to COR, which Aberdeen is starting this year.

Grand Knight Kirk Jones leads the Britton-Hecla Council. Britton-Hecla is a small council that has a core
group of very dedicated Knights. | am impressed by the number of projects this small council completes
and the amount of support that they provide for the

youth, churches, and communities that they serve. They are a 2024 Elite award recipient, and one of
their members won the State 2024 Lifetime Achievement award. In 2025, they achieved the Columbian
award again. Membership recruitment continues to be difficult in the smaller, rural councils and
Britton-Hecla continues to work toward adding new members. The Coats for Kids program is in their
third year and continues its success in the community.

Grand Knight Tom Hammrich leads the Ipswich Council. Ipswich is another smaller sized rural council
that also has a core group of very dedicated Knights. The membership continues to grow, and the council
achieved Star level again last year. Combine that with the programs completed, this council has set their
goal on Star council achievement again. The Coats for Kids program is in its third year, and its success
continues to grow and expand in the surrounding multi-county communities.

Grand Knight Jerry Mork leads the Waubay-Webster council. This council was moved from district 5 to
district 6 in July 2024. Membership recruitment is difficult in this rural council. Their ice fishing
tournament is a phenomenal fund raiser for the council. Their free throw participation level is very high
for a community of this size. These successes are due to the faithful and dedicated Knights of the council,
and their influence in the surrounding community.
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Report of District 7 Deputy
Past State Deputy Scott Cunningham
to the 2026 State Convention

Faulkton #4813: Jim Slunecka is the Grand Knight of the Faulkton council. Faulkton council has been re-
activated after coming off suspension since 2023. The Faulkton council participated in the tootsie roll
drive. They also held their annual golf tournament fundraiser.

Miller #4814: Ron Runge is the Grand Knight of the Miller council. The Miller council has met its
membership quota for current fraternal year. The Miller council had their annual potato feed in February
to raise funds. The council conducted the local and district free throw contest.The Miller council hosts
fish fries Fridays during lent.

Polo #4806: The Polo council headed by Grand Knight Jerome Schaefers. The Polo council has meet its
membership quota for the current fraternal year. The Polo council had their annual gun raffle fundraiser.
The council does brunches after masses. Polo participates in Bishop’s Burse,Tootsie roll drives, blood
drives, and aid to seminarian.

Redfield #2703: Mike Jungwirth is Grand Knight off the Redfield council. The largest fundraiser is the
annual gun raffle. Redfield council participates in the July 4th activities. Pedal pull, fireworks raffle, car
show, and concessions are the primary activities over the 4th. The council also has a prime rib dinner
fundraiser in collaboration with Catholic Daughters on pheasant opener. Redfield council supports
scholarships, local blood drives, Bishop burse, aid to seminarian, tootsie roll drive, and Sunday breakfast.
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Report of District 8 Deputy
Jason Howard
to the 2026 State Convention

779 - The Huron Council GK Brad Schutt

The Council held the following activities this past year. Hosted youth service night with meal, weekly fish
fries during the Lenten season, annual KofC car show, and monthly pancake breakfast for the Holy Trinity
Parish. Provided maintenance and care for the St. Martin Cemetery. Assisted in funeral services for the
Holy Trintiy Parish. Sponsored Council Free Throw Championship, Tootsie Roll Drive, annual teacher
award, and monthly bingo. Council also hosted a bed build with Sleep in Heavenly Peace and area
councils for the Way of Hope Organization. Forty were completed for the Way of Hope, with another five
beds built for Sleep in Heavenly peace. Donation of baskets for a benefit auction. They have also
provided much support to the Holy Trinity Catholic School.

1525 — Eudes Council Woonsocket GK Dan Swenson

The council had many activities this following year. Hosted many breakfast and bingo suppers for St.
Wilfrid’s parish and community, a monthly Holy Hour, and 4th of July Water Golf Shot. Work continues at
the Cemetery Rosary Project, five benches were added, along with grass being seeded around the rosary.
Last fall a blessing of the rosary was held with Father Larry and followed by a saying of the rosary by
Brother Knights and Catholic Daughters. Council planned and supported a bed build with Sleep in
Heavenly Peace and area councils for the Way of Hope Organization. Forty beds were completed for the
Way of Hope, with another five beds built for Sleep in Heavenly peace. A new flagpole was installed at
the St. Wilfrid’s church and cemetery. Many Brother Knights helped with church and rectory
maintenance.

16759 - Wessington Springs Council

The council held many breakfasts and fish fries. a free throw contest, led rosary before mass, and
provide music for mass. They have raised funds coats for kids, Mother’s Day Flowers, SHP Bed Build, gifts
for graduating altar servers, and funds to help local families. In late December the council’s church had a
devastating fire. With the uncertainty of the church future the council is moving forward helping to raise
money.
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Report of District 9 Deputy
Brian Voss
to the 2026 State Convention

Salem St. Mary Council #9375

Grand Knight Brian Krempges and his brother Knights from Salem are quite active in their parish and
community. The council has hosted several breakfasts throughout the year and have used the funds to
support many causes including seminarians from the diocese. They held a successful Tootsie Roll drive to
support special education services. Salem also hosts a local free throw championship as well as our
District 9 free throw championship with remarkable success. Salem conducted a Broom Tree fundraiser.
They raised $725 for support of Broom Tree.

Montrose-Humboldt St. Ann Council #10296

Grand Knight Bill Grocott continues to lead the Knights from Montrose and Humboldt. This council
continues to host a successful fundraiser in conjunction with the annual Humboldt Threshing Show. The
council dedicates many hours to planning, organizing, and staffing the food tent for the three-day
Threshing Bee. Additionally, the council hosts several breakfasts throughout the year, two fish fries
during Lent, and a well-attended family night. The council has made financial contributions to
seminarians, the Sioux Falls soap drive, Sleep in Heavenly Peace bed-build efforts.

Hartford St. George Council #11739

Grand Knight James McMahon leads the St. George Council as they work toward their focus on building a
stronger and more faithful fraternity among their brother Knights. The council has dedicated themselves
to bringing inactive members back into the fold to ensure they feel supported in their faith lives. The
council has a Cor group that meets each Thursday morning, a Rosary group meeting on Wednesdays, and
they lead the Rosary prior to weekend masses. This group hosts a fish fry during Lent as well as quarterly
breakfasts. They have a scholarship committee supporting their local high school seniors and they have
dedicated funds to support several projects including: seminarian support, Sioux Falls soap drive, SHP
bed build, and other projects hosted by neighboring councils.

Sioux Falls St. Katharine Drexel Council #16017

Grand Knight Ray Campbell is at the helm for the St. Katharine Drexel Knights. This group leads up a ton
of great projects supporting their parish community. They have been spreading the word to other
councils as dedicating their Lenten fish fry funds to this worthy project. They host many quality events
for their parish like their Tootsie Roll drive to support Special Olympics, a parish chili cookoff, and parish
breakfasts. The council supports many other causes such as: SHP, soap drive, state wheelchair drive, local
seminarians, their parish priests and deacons, and many more. They organize security for “Christmas at
the Cathedral” during the Christmas season. This council has endless projects and causes to support and
as they continue to add members their passion for service will grow exponentially.
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Tea St. Nicholas Council #16230

Grand Knight Wayne Boddicker leads the St. Nicholas Council in their many endeavors. St. Nicholas
Council holds quarterly breakfasts and two fish fries with the coordinated help of our Catholic Daughter
sisters. They organized a Southern Jambalaya feast that was very well attended by the parish. There are
many other community activities that individual members support outside of formal Knight programs.
The Knights of St. Nicholas Council 16230 are there to help wherever they feel called.
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Report of District 10 Deputy
David Vellek
to the 2026 State Convention

#2676 Wagner

Annual activities include: Lenten Fish Fry,summer field Mass and cookout, gun raffle, turkey bingo, free
throw contest, tootsie roll sales, home and garden show concessions stand, street cleanup for Labor Day,
Mothers day breakfast, steak night and Valentines day party and awards banquet.

Special project for 2025: Finishing the KofC addition on the Church and setting up the kitchen,
landscaping and installing sprinkler system at the Peace Shrine on Hwy 46 and behind the Church.

#4002 Tyndall

Tyndall has a fall and Lenton fish fry. In November they have a Memorial Mass for all past members.
After Mass they have a dinner for the living widows that are able to make it. They also present them with
a flower and take flowers to the local widows that are unable to make it. In January they held their
annual mountain oyster feed. Many State officers and directors from Sioux Falls and the surrounding
area were in attendance. They have an Easter Egg hunt the Saturday before Easter in the area. It is also
fun to see many of the grandkids that are home for the Easter weekend. They donate to the local schools
after prom parties. They received donations from 45 cases of Tootsie Rolls and donated to five schools.
They made a new encloser for the Nativity Scene this year. The old one was nearly 50 years old and
getting very difficult to put together. They also give out two $750 Scholarships

#7911 Platte

They serve coffee and rolls after Mass.Have a Mass for Deceased members. Have Turkey Bingo and extra
games for kids around Thanksgiving. Support the pregnancy center Zoe Care and have a Baby Shower in
December for their benefit.They adopted seminarian Brady Martinez, supporting him with material and
spiritual needs. Have 4 Fish Fries during Lent. A member drives a van for Disabled Vets. Gave out four
$500 scholarships. They feed the Jr. & Sr. high CCD students supper on the !st Wednesday of the month.

#9809 Armour

The council meets on the 2nd Sunday before 11AM Mass.Then after Mass they have a soup lunch with a
freewill donation. One of the lunch proceeds went to purchasing a new water fountain for Church hall.
They have a free throw contest.
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Report of District 11 Deputy
Don Wenande
to the 2026 State Convention

Welcome to the 2026 annual convention. This is your opportunity to as questions, get involved even
further in this Brotherhood we call the Knights of Columbus. This is the spot that my journey in the
“Knights” really began. | had the opportunity to really learn how the Knights operate. | met some of my
best friends here 13 yrs. Ago, Go out, participate, introduce yourself and ask a lot of questions and enjoy
yourself. Whether it’s your first convention or you 50" convention there is always something special for
everyone. Here’s what’s going on in Dist.

Mitchell-Maher Council 1079: Under the keen guidance of GK Scott Gropper and new FS Mike Birkel,
and Terry Sabers the new treasure. This is a very good team of leaders.

Some of the projects they do and there are many are as follow: One of their biggest is the Dakota fest
food booth. It takes a village to make this work, they have a great participation in these projects, from
cooks pre pairing the rib eyes, burgers and brats., to the pop, water, Table cleaners. Suppliers, pre-ticket
sales and much more. It’s one of their largest fund raisers they have. Also, there sausage supper comes
in at a close second, usually serving more than 700 people. This takes an army of people. Cooks, servers,
ticket sales for meals, bulk sausage for donation, salads, table cleaners, coffee and water pourers. Great
membership participation. Another big project is serving the food for the Special Olympic Supper for all
the participants in Mitchell. Serving 650 special Olympians. A huge volunteer effort. The Mitchell
Chapter has been very active in the “Sleep in Heavenly Peace Program” bed build program distributing
over 1500 beds since they started, Contributed- $5000.00 to John Pual Il Teacher Endowment fund,
Donated to the House of Mary Fund Raiser, Scholarship donations, SPF ticket sales, Fish Frys, Tootsie Roll
Drives. Hoop Shoot participants and so much more. They also hold an exemplification every other
month, growing their council. They also just became the first council In the State to donate $5000.00 to
the SDSU Newman center for their fund raiser, for the new facility for students, and KC's.

Alexandria-Our lady of Fatima 15817: Under the guidance of our new GK Chad Wieseler, and FS Ed
Henningsen who are doing a great this year. This council is known for having great breakfasts and Fish
Fries. Two of the main fund raisers for the council. The council participated in the silver rose program
involving the sisters in the Carmelite Monastery, they loved it. The knights also have donated 500.00 to
the local food pantry for clothing and food! They had a special Right to life breakfast pancake breakfast
to raise funds for right to life efforts in the area. They also participated it the RTL rally at the Planned
Parenthood center on 41 ST in Sioux falls , It was very rewarding for all who went. The council will be
hosting a 4™ degree Exemplification meeting and lunch served. The council will Be running a baby bottle
boomerang in April, to go to the Mother Teresa Foundation. The council Hosted a tailgate at the football
stadium to help to keep the council funds growing. They also donated 250.00 to help fund RPR radio,
also did a fund raiser for a fellow Knight to help offset some hospital travel and expenses, for his cancer
treatment! Working on get more new members this spring. Looking for a big move soon! They did a
veterans day mass ,doing all parts of the mass and serving a breakfast to follow.
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Parkston-Fr.Dahlam #1772: Led by new GK Marty Roysten and Adrew Roth, these guys are doing a great
Job. This is one of the best meetings | attend, very structured and organized, hats off to this group! This
council is non stop working for their church and their community. They have run some awesome gun
Raffle’s, raising funds for the council, held a family picnic on Aug 20™" great participation. These men do
an awesome job with the Tootsie Roll program. They also donate many dollars to the Trojan Den at the
local high school for students in need of caps, gloves, personal hygiene items and for the students need.
They did an appreciation supper for all the EMT’s, Firemen, Police in the Parkston. They have hosted the
District Hoop shoot again this year, and do an awesome job. They also took on a very big project in Feb.
removing all of the parish pews in the church, taking up all the carpet and building a choir, platform for
the organist, and choir and replace all the carpet, put the new carpet down and installed new pews all
within a week. Tremendous work guys. Fish fries and breakfast too, For the Pheasent opener. Always got
something going on.

Stickney -St. Mary’s #15917: The quiet council, the one that doesn’t look for awards, they are there to
serve their Church and their community. They are truly a humble but powerful group of men. They are
all about helping other. They run one of the best fire work’s stands and firework displays in the area.
They do it during the week of Donnie Days a year event done in memory of one of their Knights. It’s
always a success. They donated 500.00 to an ultra sound Fund, Donated 7000.00 to Brittani Dice fund
raiser, 3000.00 for 3 scholarships,500.00 to the SPF fund,500.00 to the Salvation army, &50.00 to the
Teacher appreciation Meal, Donated supplies to the Carmelite monastery. Wheelchair donations as well.
They have new members to add but haven’t been able to get an exemplification put together yet. They
participate in the tootsie roll drive, and as may know won the 10,000 dollars for the SPF drawing, they
have used the money well and a lot of it has gone back to the community. This is a council that could
have a repeat on the Star council platform.
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Report of District 12 Deputy
State Advocate Steve Fox
to the 2026 State Convention

District 12 is on both sides of the river. The individual councils are always working in
different ways to improve their church and their communities. Fish Fries bring lent alive and
the community together. Super Bowl soup or church breakfast bring members together.
Turkey Bingo and exploding yellow pickups make district 12 lively.

Then there are meetings ... more members should go to meetings but those that go always
learn something. It reminds me of the two knights who went out to cut down some trees for
a community park. They met after a long day, the first said "l got three trees cut down, how
many did you do". He second knight said "20". The first knight said "How did you cut down
20?" The 2nd Kinght said "It was nothing special, after | got the chain saw running it went
fast. The first knight says "Wait you can turn on a chain saw?"

See at that meeting between those two there was something to learn.
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Report of District 14 Deputy
Jordyn Hanson
to the 2026 State Convention

District 14 has held many great events for their communities and participated in countless programs.

Pierre has led the way by adding six new Brother Knights to the order and was honored to host the state
convention.

Highmore overcame the loss of its church hall by hosting Lenten fish dinners at the county auditorium.
We also appreciate their continued support in providing the school gym for the successful district free

throw shoot.

Hoven hosted the Christmas on the Prairie Concert to a sold out crowd again. Their hunter’s feast event
was a big hit as always.

Ft. Pierre held many parish breakfasts and other great fundraisers.
Gettysburg held their smoked sausage sale.

We look forward to hosting the Bishop’s Fishing Tournament this summer, following our successful
hosting of the March For Life and hour of reflection.
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Report of District 15 Deputy
Joe Nickels
to the 2026 State Convention

Mobridge 4213- is off to a good start with Grand Knight Derik Beitelspacher. They did a breakfast for the
Cheer Basket program, Seminarian Support, , Right to Life and Angel Flight Kits. And a Fish Fry for
Scholarship. And they are in a rebuilding year for membership. They also hosted the Silver Rose and
Sacred Heart Icon

Timberlake 2186- served a meal for our Life Teen and Edge religion classes, they also held Fish Fry
fundraisers in Timber Lake and Trail City and Isabel, with proceeds going towards their Utility Assistance
program! And paid for a meal for the students during a Ski Trip. They are currently in a transition period
as their Grand Knight is retired and a new one will be taking over. 8 kids qualified for the State Free
Throw Competition and the 13 year old Boy took 1st Place and the 10 year old boy took 4th place at
State.

Eagle Butte 6537- Provided meals for the Catechism classes, held a Fish Fry and church raffle fundraiser
in Faith, Dupree and Eagle Butte and They also hosted the Silver Rose, and Sacred Heart of Jesus Icon.
they have 4 new members so far and are still the REIGNING CHAMPIONS of MOST SPF TICKETS SOLD

Lemmon 2705- gained 3 new members in 2026 so far and has a chance at making Star by the time you
read this and They Plan to give each Catholic senior a $500 scholarship going to college. Participated in a
public Rosary/ showed the Michelle Duppong video in the theater and are currently working with Fr.
Adam to renovate the Church/parking lot and get the Tabernacle placed in the center. They hosted the
Sacred Heart of Jesus lcon and, sent Fr Adam and some students to the Nation Eucharistic Congress in
Illinois, held HOOPS OF FAITH a faith based basketball camp and 1 kid qualified for the State Free Throw
Competition. held monthly breakfasts and their 1st ever Fish Fry giving to various causes
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Report of District 16 Deputy
John Gittings
to the 2026 State Convention

We had another great year in District 16! We are blessed for all our members in 16 and how much time
and effort they put forth for the councils and parishes. We have a great team and look forward to 2026
to being an even better year! Here is a break down by council of their activities this year.

Council 5841 (Martin) - GK Jeff Johnson

St. Martin Council (5841) has been active in youth activities and parish activities over the past year. St.
Martin Council continues to sponsor a punt, pass, and kick competition for students in the Bennett
County School System held each year in conjunction with the Bennett County High School Homecoming.
Over thirty students participated in that activity in 2025. The St. Martin Council used a smoker and gun
raffle held in November 2025 to raise funds for various donations including youth shooting sports,
Abbott House, rebuilding fund for the Wessington Springs Catholic Church, and local Christmas Angel
trees for seniors. This year’s donations included direct funding for three seminarians. Two of those
seminarians grew up in the Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parrish in Martin, SD. This year’s smoker
continued with good turnout as with the previous year. During Lent, the St. Martin Council has provided
a meal of pancakes and eggs following Stations of the Cross.

Council 2679 (Philip) - GK Raymond Smith

The council is active in community and parish activities. We help sponsor a seminarian from the local
area. We held community breakfasts on Sundays in November and December at the Senior Citizens
Center to raise money for activities. The Knights partner with the Ladies Evening Guild to maintain four
large Right to Life signs on each side of town. We also conduct semi-annual Road Walks to clean ditches
along Highway 14 through Philip. We partnered with the local Better Life chapter to maintain a Welcome
to Philip sign. The council sponsors an annual blood drive each September and helps with another blood
drive in March. The council donates to the high school FCCLA for their Angel Tree at Christmas. Our
council conducts a free throw shoot each year and sponsor state qualifiers to attend the state K of C free
throw contest. We also conduct the Tootsie Roll program each year, proceeds are donated to our local
school districts special ed program. We had a Valentine’s Day Court Whist card party for Knights and
their spouses. A steak fry is held each year to invite prospective Knight’s to join our council.
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Report of District 17 Deputy
DJ DelJager
to the 2026 State Convention

Council 1489 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Rapid City

William Swanson Grand Knight.

Greetings to the 2026 South Dakota State Convention, State Deputy Johnson and all State Officers, to
Father Smith and all the priests, and finally to all the delegates. We have organized the activities of our
Council over the past Fraternal year according to our Order’s Principles — Charity, Unity, Fraternity.

Charity. Throughout January and February, we hosted the annual Free Throw contest and Essay contest.
February saw our Council package and mail twenty-five boxes of cookies to our Seminarians. We also
donated monies to St. Vincent de Paul and St. Issac Jogues for their food drives and supported St. Thomas
More for their food box drive for Central America. In March we sponsored a Baby-Bottle Drive for the Black
Hills Pregnancy Center. We held pancake breakfasts to help raise funds for various charities as well as
Seminarians. Thank you to all the Knights who have and are helping to raise the funds! We fundraised and
delivered ten cases of coats for Coats for Kids to the Rapid City Boy’s Club and St. Issac Jogues in Rapid
City. October was our Tootsie Roll Drive for the Special Olympics. We had our annual pumpkin carving
party hosted by our Family Director and his wife, in all approximately fifty-two pumpkins were carved this
year. November marked our annual Thanksgiving Dinner where we served a free meal to over three
hundred and seventy people.

Unity. In June we were busy. We had a Silver Rose Ceremony. We also had a couple multi council events
including working with the Diocese and other area councils to help with the Corpus Christi Procession from
the Cathedral to Memorial Park. The other event was the Ordination of Deacon Max Vetch to the
Priesthood. The Knights from the three city councils helped with the serving, cleaning and dishwashing
during and after the event. In August we held the installation of officers at the Cathedral. Throughout the
year our Council held several Exemplifications to bring in new members and have also exemplified men
for other Councils. The Knights have been leading a Rosary before all weekend Masses and the Life Novena
after the Rosary in October.

Fraternity. Council 1489’s biggest fundraiser every year is our Snack Shack at the Central States Fair. This
year was no different. | want to highlight this under Fraternity as this is a huge event that draws on all the
Knights of the Council. It is inspiring to see and be a part of a fraternity that comes together to do great
things in Christ’s name. To foster our fraternity, we host a potluck before every regular meeting. These are
always a good time for food, family, and friends.

Council 8025 St. Therese the Little Flower Rapid City

Mike Quasney Grand Knight.

We have an active Council with an amazing group of Knights. Whenever | talk to men who might want to
join our group, | always ask them to listen to the room where there are Knights, there is always laughter.

On the first Sunday of the month, we assist with the 9 am Mass and on Easter Sunday and Christmas as
well. We continue to lead the Rosary before the 9 am Sunday Mass every week. In June we held a Silver
Rose ceremony and also a prayer service in August for Father McGivney on the anniversary of his death.
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Every second Sunday from September through March, we have a pancake breakfast and every third
Saturday evening we have a supper as well as a Fish Fry on Ash Wednesday and a soup supper during Lent
to help support various charities including the three Seminarians we support. Every third month we go to
the Cornerstone Mission to serve a meal along with helping at Meals on Wheels during the year.

We stay involved with the youth by providing a meal on the third Wednesday of every month when they
have Religious Ed classes and a Burger Burn during the youth Halloween party. We held a Keep Christ in
Christmas coloring contest, a Free Throw contest, and sponsored two ice skating events for the youth and
their families. For thirty years, we have sold ads for the church bulletin using the money for the needs of
the church and to support the youth programs in our parish.

We have a very active Faith Committee and had several Knights participate in the “Into the Breach” for our
Cor program. We have participated in two Mercy Nights where our members served on the prayer teams
and as ushers, and any other way that the priest needed our help. We helped with the city-wide Corpus
Christi procession where we were in charge of cooking the hotdogs and helped in the serving of them for
the people participating.

We had a number of Monte Carlos and used the funds for needs in our community. We also did two free
will Monte Carlos where we supported the Saint Carlos members at the School of Mines and also the
residence of a nursing home near St. Therese. In April we helped with the city-wide cleanup in the area
near our Parish. In May we placed flags on graves at Black Hills National Cemetery, and in December placed
wreaths on graves of members of our Council buried there including Fr. Richard Plante and Fr. William
Zandri.

In August and September, we handed out tootsie rolls with the proceeds going to Special Olympics Rapid
City Flame, Camp Friendship and Sun Catchers Riding Academy.

Our three largest events include our 12th Annual Coats for Kids Bowling Tournament where we were able
to purchase approximately forty-two cases of coats to give to Children’s Home Society, Working Against
Violence Inc. and St. Vincent de Paul; the 11" Annual Sgt. Colton Derr Foundation Golf Tournament where
we raised $28,900 to help soldiers fighting PTSD; and our 2™ Annual Pickleball Tournament where we
raised $3,900 to help fund the building of a Ronald McDonald House being built in Rapid City.

We are trying to form a Round Table at Ellsworth Air Force Base to support Father Mike at the Base parish.
We are also working along with Our Lady of the Black Hills Council and other Councils in the Black Hills to
save/take charge of the Sleep in Heavenly Peace bed building group for this part of the State.

We try with our activities to live the slogan of Where there is a need there is a Knight!

Council 4984 Saint Brendan's Custer

Joe Uhrich Grand Knight.

We may be a small Council with only twenty-eight members, but are an active Council. We lead the rosary
every Monday night for members of the St. John's parish that are sick or in need of our prayers.

We help with saying the Stations of the Cross and providing a soup supper one Friday during Lent.

We have two masses said every month for deceased members of the Council.

We host a pancake breakfast every second Sunday and help the women of Saint John’s with their Saint
Patrick's Day ham dinner by setting up tables and chairs, cutting the ham, and then with clean up
afterwards.
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We host a burgers, brats and beans fundraiser the first three days of the Sturgis Rally.

We have started up Bingo again on the fourth Sunday of the month.

We participated in the Free Throw Championship again this year.

We give out three $500 scholarships every year to graduating seniors of Custer High School.

Council 8844 Blessed Sacrament Rapid City

Rick MacDonald Grand Knight.

On the second Sunday of each month, we host a pancake breakfast for a free will donation and provide
donuts on the fourth Sunday of each month. These events help us raise money for the many charitable
organizations that we support. We continue to provide financial support to Pro-Life organizations and
Seminarians.

We held two Burger Burns for the kids in CCD along with their families, one at the beginning of the year
and another one at the end of the year. Our council also cooked and served lunch for the Corner Stone
Rescue Mission in July.

In June we held a Silver Rose Ceremony with many parishioners from Blessed Sacrament present, and
members helped with feeding people at Memorial Park after the Corpus Christi procession.

We put on our yellow vests in August and handed out tootsie rolls with the donations going to Special
Olympics Rapid City Flame team and WellFully Adolescent Care Center.

We held a pancake breakfast to raise funds to purchase 6 cases of coats for Coats for Kids.

Our Council provides members to lead the rosary prior to most Masses, contributes to Altar Serving, and
served two Lenten Fish Fries at our parish.

Our Council has hosted an Exemplification Ceremony each quarter.
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Report of District 18 Deputy
John Gehlsen
to the 2026 State Convention

Welcome Brother Knights to the State Convention

Council 703 Lead Deadwood continues to impress with their various activities and community building
within the Parish. Their present and future is very bright.

Council 6251 Spearfish through strong leadership sets the example through their membership
recruitment and many projects that enrich their community. They show no signs of slowing down. Good
work fellas.

Council 6275 Belle Fourche has definitely made their mark this year with community outreach and
various meals they provide within the parish. Membership remains strong and are always in the mix for
star council. There is no task too big for these Knights.

Council 6341 Sturgis really raised the bar as a Council. Facing major leadership charges has not stopped
them one bit. Through recruitment, Council activities, Parish involvement, and other projects Sturgis
council has risen above all expectations.

Council 7079 Piedmont is no slouch in their own right. With an impressive baby bottle campaign for BH
pregnancy center to Christmas briskets they have been a fine Council. Working on task at hand
with retention of members has been well done.

Council 13088 is last in my report but certainly not least. Even with one of the smallest Councils they
push forward in making their Parish community one of the best around. Amazing meals and activities

throughout the year are a staple in their community. Well done

Respectfully DD 18
Johnny G
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Report of the SD Knights of Columbus Foundation, Inc
Thad Liebig
to the 2026 State Convention

| am pleased to report that the South Dakota Knights of Columbus Foundation, Inc continues to be in
solid financial standing. We are up to date on all legal forms, most recently submitting our 2026 Annual
Report to the Secretary of State along with federal Tax form 990 this past September 2025. Officers for
the 2025-2026 Fraternal year are: President-Thad Liebig, Vice President-Terry Schweitzer, Treasurer-
Gerry Dvorak, Secretary-Scott Cunningham, and Director John Limoges. Past State Deputy Gerald
Dvorak, as the Treasurer receives donations, which may be sent to his address: 406 Mulligan Circle,
Hartford, SD 57033; with checks written to Knights of Columbus Foundation, Inc.

The KC Foundation continues to encourage each council/assembly to do one small fundraiser per year in
support of the KC Foundation. These past few fraternal years, we asked everyone to focus on our
Pennies for Change fundraiser. We continue to ask you to focus on this program for the KC Foundation.
We truly appreciate any amount of coins/bills/checks in the wheelbarrows at the Convention supporting
this fundraiser. Please continue to focus on the Pennies for Change fundraiser as your council/assembly
KC Foundation support project each year.

With your help, our overall portfolio with the Eastern SD Catholic Community Foundation’s Agency Fund
stands at $100,591.30 as of 12/31/25, with 2025 growth of 16.7 % to go along with received donations.
The Agency Fund’s standing as of the statement ending 3/31/26 is $ ). Our focus with the
Agency Fund is long term with a well balanced portfolio, mindful of global valuations, following Catholic
investing policy guidelines. As a reminder, our goal was to get this fund to $100,000, which we believe
will enable us to begin using a responsible amount (1-4% depending on market conditions) to donate to
needy charities in consultation with the State Council officers. At next year’s 2027 State Convention, we
expect to be able to provide some charity money from this Agency Fund.

Our current checking account balance is $ . We will be depositing the Pennies for Change
money as well as a check for % the Auction Basket revenue once those checks from the State Council
are received after the Convention) In 2025, we received money from individual/council
donations/memorials, ¥ of the Convention Auction Baskets revenue, and our Convention Pennies for
Change program. We also continue to receive donations from individuals Donor Advised Funds/IRA’s
that have Required Minimum Distributions (RMD’s). Please consider the Foundation as a recipient of
those RMD’s, as it provides a tax benefit for you as a 501(c)3 organization, while helping us reach our
$100,000 goal as stated above.

We continue to be the beneficiary of Supreme Council’s Christopher Fund interest matching program.
We contribute money to the Christopher Fund in order to ensure Supreme’s match, which is based on
South Dakota’s membership. We have yet to see the updated balance as of 12/31/25. The last balance
statement for the Christopher Fund dated 12/31/24, showed a balance of $137,958.35. In the Fall of
2025, the KC Foundation received a disbursement of $5383.13 from the Christopher Fund which was
donated to:
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There are changes to the Christopher Fund happening in June of 2026. The Christopher Fund will
transition to a Donor Advised Fund within Supreme’s Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund. Stay tuned!
More info to come.

The Foundation has hit its goal of $100,000 in the Agency Fund with the Easter SD Catholic Community
Foundation. We are the beneficiary of a terrific market environment the past several years. Will you
continue to help the Foundation surge way past this goal......now set to $175,000? Thank you so much
for your continued support.

3As a reminder, the South Dakota Knights of Columbus Foundation, Inc was formed in 2005 to help
provide a means to donate funds generated from the interest of our principle, directly to charitable
entities/areas in cooperation with current SD State Officers. Our purposeful mission is to operate for
charitable, educational, and/or religious purposes according to section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 focusing specifically to support the needs of people with intellectual disabilities, Catholic
education, as well as other charitable purposes as identified from time to time by the Board of Directors.

Fraternally,
Thad Liebig, PSD
KC Foundation President
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Report of State Advocate
Albert Steven Fox
To the 2026 State Convention

Worthy Brother Knights of the State of South Dakota:

The best report from a State Advocate is there is nothing of true importance to report. The
resolutions for convention are relatively simple and the State and local Councils are doing
their work in their churches and for the people.

For you that think being the attorney for the State is easy, | want you to know that
sometimes it takes all my skills.

I am reminded of the lawyer with 12 kids, .. .I am sure he was Catholic. No one would want
12 kids destroying their property and no one would rent to him.

Since a lawyer can't lie as you know, he met with his last possible landlord after he told his
wife to take all of the kids and take a walk in the cemetery. When he met the landlord the
landlord asked "How may kids do you have, he replies 12. The landlord asks "Where are
they now?"

With great sadness the lawyer said "They are at the cemetery with their mother."
That's how the lawyer rented the house.

So think outside the box as you work through your Council's issues, and hopefully you need
never to "know" your State Advocate.

Fraternally,
Albert Steven Fox
State Advocate
VIVAT JESUS
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Resolutions to the 2026 State Convention

RESOLUTION NO 2026-01

WHEREAS, Bishop of a diocese is a most holy and important position in teaching the Catholic
Doctrine; and

WHEREAS, the of Bishop is responsible for the government of a particular jurisdiction within the
Catholic Church; and

WHEREAS, upon thoughtful consideration and prayer, His Holiness Pope Francis appointed Most
Reverend Donald E. DeGrood as Bishop for the Diocese of Sioux Falls on December 12, 2019;
and

WHEREAS, Most Reverend Donald DeGrood was installed and ordained as Bishop of the Diocese
of Sioux Falls on February 13, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Most Reverend Donald E. DeGrood faces the challenge with dignity and with a deep
commitment in furthering the teachings and doctrines of the Catholic Church; and

WHEREAS, the South Dakota State Council of the Knights of Columbus and the entirety of the
South Dakota Knights of Columbus is grateful to and honored by the leadership of Most
Reverend Donald DeGrood;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the South Dakota State Council of the Knights
of Columbus, and all of the South Dakota Knights of Columbus, especially those members of the
Knights of Columbus within the Diocese of Sioux Falls, extend its most sincere appreciation to
Bishop Donald E. DeGrood for his commitment to the and leadership of the Diocese of Sioux
Falls.

Proposed by:
The Resolutions Committee
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-02

WHEREAS, Bishop of a diocese is a most holy and important position in teaching the Catholic
Doctrine; and

WHEREAS, the Bishop is responsible for the government of a particular jurisdiction within the
Catholic Church; and

WHEREAS, upon thoughtful consideration and prayer, His Holiness Pope Francis appointed Most
Reverend Scott Bullock as Bishop for the Diocese of Rapid City; and

WHEREAS, Most Reverend Scott Bullock was consecrated and ordained as Bishop of the Diocese
of Rapid City on September 23, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the South Dakota State Council of the Knights of Columbus and the entirety of the
South Dakota Knights of Columbus is grateful and honored by the leadership supplied by Most
Reverend Scott Bullock;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the South Dakota State Council of the Knights
of Columbus, and all of the South Dakota Knights of Columbus, especially those members of the
Knights of Columbus within the Diocese of Rapid City, extend its most sincere appreciation to
Bishop Scott Bullock for his commitment to and leadership of the Diocese of Rapid City, and
pray for his continued guidance over the Diocese of Rapid City.

Proposed By:
The Resolution Committee
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-03

WHEREAS, the Pierre Knights of Columbus Council have come together to plan this Great
Convention, and under the leadership of Tim Pugh, Gaylen Jordre, and Pat Thompson have put
in considerable time and hard work to make this 122nd Annual Convention of the South Dakota
Knights of Columbus a great success; and

WHEREAS, all those members of the above Council, who have assisted in hosting this great
convention have made a very valuable contribution toward the purposes for which the Knights
of Columbus were established;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, the South Dakota State Council hereby expresses its
most sincere gratitude to the Knights of Pierre, especially Tim Pugh, Gaylen Jordre, Pat
Thompson, and all members of the above Council, and their wives, for making this convention
successful and enjoyable.

Proposed By:
The Resolutions Committee
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-04

WHEREAS, Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus is a most holy and a most important
position for the Knights of Columbus; and

WHEREAS, Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus serves as a leader for the more than
15,000 Councils and nearly 2 million members of the Knights of Columbus across the world; and
WHEREAS, the operation of the Knights of Columbus depends upon the guidance and steady
hand of the Supreme Knight; and

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus Board of Directors elected Patrick E. Kelly as the Order's
Fourteenth Supreme Knight on February 5, 2021, to continue the mission of charity, unity and
fraternity established by Blessed Michael McGivney; and

WHEREAS, Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly began his tenure as Supreme Knight on March 1,
2021;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the South Dakota State Council of the Knights
of Columbus, the worthy Delegates attending this great convention, and the membership of the
South Dakota Knights of Columbus acknowledge, welcome, and are grateful for the
appointment of Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly, and pray for his guidance and wisdom in his
leadership of the Knights of Columbus;

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED, the Knights of Columbus across the State of South Dakota
send their prayers in support of Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly in his goals leading the Knights

of Columbus and in his efforts to further the mission and values of our Order.

Proposed By:
The Resolutions Committee
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-05
The following Resolution is hereby presented by the State of South Dakota Knights of Columbus;

WHEREAS, Nicholas Black Elk worked tirelessly for the Catholic faith in South Dakota, especially
among his people; and

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus are honored to support canonization of Nicholas Black Elk;
and

WHEREAS, the prayers and support of all of the South Dakota Knights of Columbus should and
need to be given in support of the canonization of Nicholas Black Elk;

Therefore, it is resolved that the South Dakota State Knights of Columbus request and
encourage every local Knights of Columbus Council to:

1. Pray for the canonization of Nicholas Black Elk at their meetings; and

2. To share the Black Elk documentary “Walking the Good Red Road, Nicholas Black
Elk’s Journey to Sainthood” both in their councils and in their Church; and

3. To take action in every way available through the South Dakota State Council of the
Knights of Columbus and the local Knights of Columbus Councils, including

encouraging prayer and presentations, for the advancement to canonization of
Nicholas Black Elk.

Proposed By:
The Resolutions Committee
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-06

The following Resolution is hereby presented by the State of South Dakota Knights of Columbus.

WHEREAS, the East River Diocese is in the process of using Set Ablaze to reinvigorate the
churches and people within the Diocese, and

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus are vitally interested in the success of the Catholic Church
across the State of South Dakota; and

WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus are honored to support the Bishop and the Church in the
Set Ablaze program; therefore

IT IS RESOLVED by the South Dakota Knights of Columbus that each and every local Knights of
Columbus Council and member shall be encouraged to:

1. Pray for the success of the Set Ablaze program;

2. To share their skills and talents to help make Set Ablaze successful in South Dakota;

3. To use their skills and talents and the resources of their Council and of themselves as
individuals to make Set Ablaze successful in encouraging the present Catholics, those

who are falling away, and those who are not yet Catholics to join in the benefits of
the Set Ablaze program in the Church.

Proposed by:
The Resolutions Committee
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-07
Whereas the State per capita has been at $10 for an extended time;

Whereas the work at the South Dakota Knights of Columbus continues to grow and serve the
people of South Dakota;

Whereas the expenses of the State in doing its good work have continued to grow;

Whereas the State has in every way possible, been conservative in the use of the state
resources but finds a small increase is necessary;

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the State Per capita shall be raised to $12 to continue
and support the good works of the Knights of Columbus in South Dakota.

Proposed by:
The Past State Deputies
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Committee Assignments
to the 2026 State Convention

Credentials (State Secretary James Schaefers)

St. Therese, RC 8025 CTK SF 16802
Sturgis 6341 Aberdeen 820

Ft. Pierre 5738 Salem 9375
Holy Spirit SF 15748 Mitchell 1079

Ways & Means (State Treasurer Jeff Gillen)

Mobridge 4213 Vermillion 10328
Watertown 859 Madison 2977
Kimball 3482 SKD 16017
Humboldt 10296 Brookings 3640

Laws and Resolutions (State Advocate Steve Fox)

St. Lambert 13302 Woonsocket 1525
Highmore 5738 Milbank 1720
Platte 7911 Alexandria 15817
Spearfish 6251 Blessed Sacrament RC 8844

2031 KC State Committee (State Deputy Dan Johnson)
2031 Location

Spearfish 6251 Redfield 2703
Hartford 11739 Pierre 2686

81



Preregistered Delegates
to the 2026 State Convention

State Deputy

Dan Johnson

State Chaplain

Fr DeWayne Kayser

IPSD

Ray Pierson

State Secretary

James Schaefers

State Treasurer

Jeff Gillen

State Warden

Andrew Wolter

State Advocate Steve Fox
Council City Name First Time

703 Black Hills Lead/Deadwood Lyle Steffen

820 Aberdeen Jerry Sandmeier

820 Aberdeen Andrew Gerwer Yes
1079 Maher Mitchell Scott Groepper
1079 Maher Mitchell Terry Sabers
1489 Our Lady of Perpetual Help | Rapid City Ernie Garcia
1525 Eudes Woonsocket Stacey Eddy Yes
1525 Eudes Woonsocket John Ames
1536 Marty Yankton Roger Hejl Yes
1536 Marty Yankton Roger Schroeder
1720 Abbott Gilbert Hess Milbank Duane Tillman
1720 Abbott Gilbert Hess Milbank Valentine Rausch
1772 Fr Dahimann Parkston Mike Heisinger
1772 Fr Dahimann Parkston Roger Waltman
2679 Philip Joe Gittings
2686 Pierre Tim Pugh
2686 Pierre Noel Chicoine Yes
2703 Redfield Michael Jungwirth
2703 Redfield Monte Mason
2864 Chamberlain Adrian Laney
2977 St Thomas Aquanis Madison Kevin Jaspers
2977 St Thomas Aquanis Madison Rod Pierson Yes
3482 Father O'Gorman Kimball Tony Rasmussen
3482 Father O'Gorman Kimball Lloyd Lutter
3640 St Francis Xavier Brookings Jerry Visser Yes
4002 Bon Homme Tyndall Michael Schmidt Yes
4133 Sisseton Richard Berge Yes
4213 Archbishop Brady Mobridge Wyatt Stieger Yes
4213 Archbishop Brady Mobridge Robert Reecy
4806 Polo Jerome Schaefers
4903 Lady of the Lakes Waubay/Webster | Bob Jaskulka
4903 Lady of the Lakes Waubay/Webster | Dennis Kurkowski
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Council City Name First Time
4984 Saint Brendan Custer Jack Sayles
5029 Big Sioux Flandreau Patrick Powers
5738 Fr Gorman Highmore James Frost
5738 Fr Gorman Highmore Dwight Gutzmer
5841 St. Martin Martin James Begeman
6117 Little Flower Ft Pierre Stephen Van Mullen
6251 Fr. Szalay Spearfish Eric Tillman
6251 Fr. Szalay Spearfish Jeff Burket
6341 St. Francis of Assisi Sturgis Daniel Woodring Yes
6341 St. Francis of Assisi Sturgis Tim Johns Yes
6605 Little Flower Sioux Falls Martin Saffel
6605 Little Flower Sioux Falls Travis Benke
8025 St Therese Rapid City Michael Quasney
8025 St Therese Rapid City Doug Keyser
8844 Blessed Sacrament Rapid City Rick MacDonald
9375 St Mary Salem Tim Wegener
9375 St Mary Salem Steve Leber
10328 St. Agnes Vermillion Kerry Bressler
10546 Ipswich Joseph Thooft Yes
10546 Ipswich Peter Franck
11739 St George Hartford James McMahon
11739 St George Hartford Dave Kriens Yes
12617 St Michael Sioux Falls Jim Krekelberg
12617 St Michael Sioux Falls Bob Woodraska
13302 St. Lambert Sioux Falls Don Fischer Yes
13302 St. Lambert Sioux Falls Steve Klein Yes
Brandon and
13400 Splitrock Council Garretson Edward Mueller
Brandon and
13400 Splitrock Council Garretson Patrick Schoenfelder Yes
15748 Holy Spirit Sioux Falls Thomas Rysavy
15748 Holy Spirit Sioux Falls Donally (Don) Kranz Yes
16017 St Katherine Drexal Sioux Falls Kelly Riedel Yes
16017 St Katherine Drexal Sioux Falls Ray Campbell
16240 St. Nicholas Tea Wayne Boddicker
16802 Christ The King Sioux Falls Bret Van Bochove
16802 Christ The King Sioux Falls Lance Mattson
17216 St Mary Sioux Falls David Schneider
17216 St Mary Sioux Falls Tom Meyer Yes
15457 St Pius Xl Newman Brookings Austin Guenther
15457 St Pius Xl Newman Brookings Blake De Vries Yes
15817 Our Lady of Fatima Alexandria Chad Wieseler
15817 Our Lady of Fatima Alexandria Dave Jarding
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Family of the Year Nominations

2026 Family of the Year Nominees

Mike and Susan Dykes 13400 Splitrock Brandon
Joseph & Christina Godshall 12617 St Michaels Sioux Falls
Isaac & Sarah Grassel 6341 Columbian Council Sturgis
Steve & Briget Klein 13302 St. Lambert Council Sioux Falls
Delfino & Mary Solano 8025 St. Therese Council Rapid City
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South Dakota Knights of Columbus

Independent Accountant’s Compilation Report
and Financial Statements
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June 30, 2025
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Independent Accountant’s Compilation Report

State Officers and Directors
South Dakota State Council
Knights of Columbus

Management is responsible for the accompanying financial statements of South Dakota Knights of Columbus (a
nonprofit organization), which comprise the combined statement of assets, liabilities and fund balances — cash basis
as of June 30, 2025, and the related combined statement of revenues, expenses and other changes in fund balances-
cash basis for the year then ended, and the related notes to the financial statements in accordance with the cash
basis of accounting, and for determining that the cash basis of accounting is an acceptable financial reporting
framework. We have performed a compilation engagement in accordance with Statements on Standards for
Accounting and Review Services promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services Committee of the AICPA. We
did not audit or review the financial statements nor were we required to perform any procedures to verify the
accuracy or completeness of the information provided by management. We do not express an opinion, a
conclusion, nor provide any form of assurance on these financial statements.

We draw attention to Note 1 of the financial statements, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial
statements are prepared in accordance with the cash basis of accounting, which is a basis of accounting other than
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

The supplementary information included on page 10 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a
required part of the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management. The
supplementary information was subject to our compilation engagements. We have not audited or reviewed the
supplementary information and do not express an opinion, a conclusion, nor provide any assurance on such
information.

Py SN
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Sioux Falls, South Dakota
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South Dakota Knights of Columbus
Combined Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balances — Cash Basis
June 30, 2025

Assets

Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Other receivables
Student loan receivables - current portion

Total Current Assets
Property and Equipment
Office equipment
Less: Accumulated depreciation
Total Property and Equipment
Other Assets
Student loan receivables - net of current portion

Christopher fund - restricted

Total Other Assets

General Student

Fund Loan Fund Combined
104,551 S 177,480 S 282,031
-- 9,500 9,500
104,551 186,980 291,531
6,590 721 7,311
(6,590) (721) (7,311)
-- 4,462 4,462
91,708 - 91,708
91,708 4,462 96,170
196,259 S 191,442 S 387,701

See Independent Accountant’s Compilation Report

The accompanying notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement.



South Dakota Knights of Columbus
Combined Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balances — Cash Basis
For the Year Ended June 30, 2025 (Continued)

General Student
Fund Loan Fund Combined
Liabilities and Fund Balances
Current Liabilities
Payroll liability S 211 S -- S 211
Total Current Liabilities 211 -- 211
Total Liabilities 211 -- 211
Fund Balances
South Dakota State Council:
Unrestricted 104,340 -- 104,340
Restricted 91,708 -- 91,708
Student Loan Fund:
Unrestricted -- 191,442 191,442
Total Fund Balances 196,048 191,442 387,490
S 196,259 S 191,442 S 387,701

See Independent Accountant’s Compilation Report
The accompanying notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement.



South Dakota Knights of Columbus
Combined Statement of Revenues and Expenses — Cash Basis
For the Year Ended June 30, 2025

Unrestricted

Unrestricted Restricted Student Loan
General Fund  General Fund Fund Combined
Revenue
Special project funds S 87,015 S - S - S 87,015
Tootsie roll proceeds 97,355 -- -- 97,355
Per capita dues 54,281 -- -- 54,281
Convention meals 20,313 -- -- 20,313
State program 8,640 -- -- 8,640
Miscellaneous 2,904 1,500 1,276 5,680
KC Foundation donation 76,836 -- -- 76,836
Contributions 2,419 -- -- 2,419
Bishop's burse 1,859 -- -- 1,859
Discernment fund 320 -- -- 320
Interest 1,777 -- 805 2,582
Pro-life proceeds 1,207 -- -- 1,207
Total Revenue 354,926 1,500 2,081 358,507
Expenses
Tootsie roll expenses:

Transfers to charities 94,614 -- -- 94,614
Special project funds 69,926 -- -- 69,926
Convention 56,976 - -- 56,976
State program 43,330 -- -- 43,330
Publicity 5,679 -- -- 5,679
Salaries and payroll tax 6,168 -- -- 6,168
Miscellaneous 7,279 -- -- 7,279
Professional services 4,243 -- -- 4,243
Supreme meeting 2,752 -- -- 2,752
Supplies 3,922 -- -- 3,922
Donations 113,030 -- -- 113,030
Insurance 857 -- -- 857
Discernment fund 500 -- -- 500

Total Expenses 409,276 -- -- 409,276

Excess of Revenues over (under) Expenses S (54,350) S 1,500 S 2,081 S (50,769)

See Independent Accountant’s Compilation Report

The accompanying notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement.



South Dakota Knights of Columbus

Combined Statement of Fund Balances — Cash Basis

For the Year Ended June 30, 2025

Fund Balances, June 30, 2024
Excess of Revenues over (under) Expenses

Fund Balances, June 30, 2025

See Independent Accountant’s Compilation Report

Unrestricted Restricted Unrestricted
General General Student Loan
Fund Fund Fund Combined
S 158,690 S 90,208 S 189,361 S 438,259
(54,350) 1,500 2,081 (50,769)
S 104,340 S 91,708 S 191,442 S 387,490

The accompanying notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement.



South Dakota Knights of Columbus
Notes to Financial Statements
For the Year Ended June 30, 2025

Significant Accounting Policies and Nature of Activities:

Nature of Activities: South Dakota State Council of the Knights of Columbus (The Council) is a non-profit
organization charted as a fraternal benefit society. The South Dakota State Council began with its first chartered
council on October 22, 1903 and has grown to over 80 councils state-wide with more than 8,000 members. The
Council helps guide regional activities that are consistent with the four principals of the Order: Charity, Unity,
Fraternity and Patriotism.

Basis of Accounting: The Council’s policy is to prepare its financial statements on the cash basis of accounting;
consequently, certain revenues are recognized when received rather than when earned and certain expenses and
purchases of assets are recognized when cash is disbursed rather than when the obligation is incurred.

Fund Accounting: To ensure observance of limitations and restrictions placed on the use of resources available to
the Council, the accounts of the Council are maintained in accordance with the principles of fund accounting. This
is the procedure by which resources for various purposes are classified for accounting and reporting purposes into
funds established according to their nature and purpose. Separate accounts are maintained for each fund;
however, in the accompanying financial statements, funds that have similar characteristics have been recorded by
fund group.

The assets, liabilities, and fund equity of the Council are reported in two self-balancing fund groups as follows:

General Fund — This fund, which includes unrestricted and restricted resources, represents the portion of
expendable funds that are available for support of Council operations.

Student Loan Fund —This fund, which includes unrestricted and restricted resources, was established to provide
assistance to 20 students in the financing of their college educations. The fund is supported by contributions,
loans from local councils, and interest paid by student for use of these funds. Student loans designed as
seminarian will be forgiven if the recipient joins the ministry.

Cash Equivalents: For purposes of the balance sheet classification, the Council considers all highly liquid debt
instruments with a maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents.

Property and Equipment Valuation and Depreciation Methods: Property and equipment are stated at cost and are
depreciated over the estimated useful lives of five to ten years using straight-line methods.

Publicity: The council publishes and mails a bi-monthly newsletter (Crusader) to all members of the South Dakota
Knights of Columbus. The Council expenses the costs of printing and postage in the year they are incurred. A
website (www.sdkofc.org) is also maintained for the public’s use. In addition, District Deputies promote state
council programs to the councils within their respective districts. Publicity expense for the year ended June 30, 2025
was $5,679.

Federal Income Taxes: The Council is a non-profit organization exempt from income taxes under Section 501(c)(8)
of the Internal Revenue Code and classified by the Internal Revenue Service as a fraternal beneficiary society.

The Council’s Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt Form Income Tax Returns are subject to examination by
taxing authorities for a period of three years from the date they are filed.



South Dakota Knights of Columbus
Notes to Financial Statements
For the Year Ended June 30, 2025

Significant Accounting Policies and Nature of Activities: (Continued)

Use of Estimates: The Council uses estimates and assumptions in the preparation of the financial statements in
accordance with the cash basis of accounting. Those estimates and assumptions affect certain reported amounts
and disclosures. Actual results could vary from the estimates and assumptions that were used.

Revenue and Cost Recognition: Revenue (and the related costs) is recognized when the amounts are received or
paid.

Cash at June 30, 2025, is detailed as follows:

Student Loan

General Fund Fund Combined
Checking S 96,102 S 2,847 S 98,949
Savings 8,449 174,633 183,082

S 104,551 S 177,480 S 282,031

Fund Balance - Restricted:

The restricted portion of the general fund balance consists of $91,708 deposit into the Supreme Council of the
Knights of Columbus dedicated to assist mentally handicapped individuals. Because of the concurrent nature,
this deposit is presented as an advance to the Supreme Council in the asset section of the accompanying
statement of assets, liabilities, and fund balances.

Salaries and Payroll Taxes:

Salaries and payroll tax as of June 30, 2025, are as follows:

Administrative Assistant S 5,012
Payroll Tax 1,156
Salaries and payroll tax S 6,168

Subsequent Events:

Management has evaluated subsequent events through DATE, the date which the financial statements were
available to be issued, and is aware of no events that have occurred subsequent to June 30, 2025, which would
require disclosure in or adjustments to the financial statements.
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South Dakota Knights of Columbus
Combined Schedule of Changes in Fund Cash — Cash Basis

General Student Loan
Fund Fund Combined
Cash Flows From Operating Activities
Excess of Revenues over (under) Expenses S (52,850) S 2,081 S  (50,769)
Adjustments to reconcile changes in fund balances to
net cash provided by (applied to) operating activities:
Depreciation -- -- --
Student loans written off -- -- --
(Increase) decrease in operating assets:
Other receivables (800) -- (800)
Student loan repayments -- 10,037 10,037
Student loans issued -- -- --
Increase in operating liabilities:
Payroll liability (83) -- (83)
Total Adjustments (883) 10,037 9,154
Net Cash Provided by (Applied to) Operating Activities (53,733) 12,118 (41,615)
Cash Flows From Financing Activities
Repayment of long term debt -- -- --
Net Cash Provided (Used) by Financing Activities -- -- --
Net Increase in Cash and Cash Equivalents (53,733) 12,118 (41,615)
Cash and Cash Equivalents - Beginning of Year 158,284 165,362 323,646
Cash and Cash Equivalents - End of Year S 104,551 S 177,480 S 282,031

See Independent Accountant’s Compilation Report
The accompanying notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement.
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