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1  

 
BY-LAWS 

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE COUNCIL 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 
ARTICLE I 

 
Name and Jurisdiction 

 
Section 1. This organization shall be known as the South Dakota State Council, Knights 

of Columbus. Its jurisdiction shall be co-extensive with the boundaries of the State of 

South Dakota. 

 
ARTICLE II 

 
Authority and Duty of the State Council 

 
Section 1. The State Council shall have the authority to enact and enforce all laws, rules, 
and regulations necessary and proper for its government and for the government of its 
subordinate councils. Such laws, rules and regulations shall not be in conflict with 
Charter, Constitution, and Law of the Supreme Council or the Board of Directors. 

 
Section 2. At its annual meeting, the State Council shall consider all matters relating to 
the well-being, good of the order and laws of the organization in the State or 
throughout the Order. It may pass resolutions in reference thereto and make reports 
and recommendations thereof to the Supreme Council for action. No law or 
regulation adopted by the State Council shall be effective until approved by the Board 
of Directors to whom such law or regulation shall be transmitted for approval or 
disapproval by the State Deputy. 

 
ARTICLE III 

 
Membership of the State Council 

 
Section 1. Delegates and Officers: The State Council shall be composed of the following 
members, all of whom must be third degree members in good standing: 
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a. Two representatives from each subordinate council in good standing, 
consisting of the Grand Knight and a Past Grand Knight residing in South 

Dakota. A council having no Past Grand Knight shall elect one of its third 
degree members to serve as its representative in lieu thereof. Each 
subordinate council shall elect alternates for its representatives in the State 
Council. 

 
b. The State Deputy and the last living Past State Deputy residing in state. 

However, when the last living Past State Deputy is residing in another state, 
he shall thereby forever forfeit such right, and his nearest predecessor 
residing in South Dakota shall be entitled thereto. 

 
c. All State Officers during their term of office. 

 
Section 2. Past State Deputies, other than the last living Past State Deputy, and District 
Deputies shall have the privilege of membership in the State Council, but without the 
right to vote therein, unless otherwise thereto entitled. 
 
Section 3. Chairmen of standing committees of the State Council in a number not to 
exceed twelve eighteen shall have the privilege of membership in the State Council, 
with a right to speak on questions pertaining to the functions of their respective 
committees, but without the right to vote therein. 
 
Section 4. Spectators: All duly qualified third degree members shall be admitted as 
spectators. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 

Meetings of the State Council 
 
Section 1. Date: The State Council shall be convened annually during the months of 
April or May. The specific dates for the convention shall be selected by the State 
Officers. The State Officers may postpone the convention if an emergency arises. 
 
Section 2. Place: The State Council shall convene at a site within the State of South 
Dakota. The State Council shall select the future convention sites. All applications for 
convention sites must be submitted to the State Deputy before the first day of February 
preceding the convention at which the selection is to be made. The State Deputy shall 
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currently we have 16 committees that have directors 
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appoint a Convention Site Committee to investigate and nominate qualified applicants 
for convention site for the State Council's consideration. At the close of each State 
Convention the host council shall remit the sum of $250.00 to the State Secretary, which 
sum shall be used by the State Council to defray necessary convention expenses. The 
State Officers may change the convention site if an emergency arises.  

 
Section 3. Degree: All meetings of the State Council shall be in the third degree. 

 
Section 4. Rules of Order: In meetings of the State Council, a member who wishes to 
speak shall arise and address the chair, giving his name and the name of his Council. 
When he is recognized by the chair, he shall confine his remarks to the subject under 
consideration. Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the parliamentary proceedings of 
the State Council. A majority of the members of the State Council shall constitute a 
quorum. Except where otherwise provided by Rule or these By-laws, a majority of the 
members present, and voting shall prevail on any questionmotion made. 

 
Section 5. Order of Business: After call to order, the order of the business shall be as 
follows (unless otherwise determined by the State Council): 

 
1. Prayer 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Report of Committee on Credentials 
4. Roll call by State Secretary 
5. Report of State Deputy 
6. Reports of District Deputies 
7. Reports of Committees and other reports 
8. Report of State Secretary 
9. Unfinished Business 
10. New Business 
11. Elections: 

a. State Officers 
b. Delegates and Alternates to the Supreme Council 
c. Selection of Convention Site and other event sites 

12. Report of State Chaplin 
13. Prayer 
14. Adjournment 

 
Section 6. Elections: 
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a.  Order of Elections: The election of officers and delegates to the Supreme 
Convention shall proceed in the following order: State Deputy, State 
Secretary, State Treasurer, State Advocate, State Warden, insurance 
delegates, associate delegates, alternate delegates. The results of each 
election shall be announced before nominations are made for the 
succeeding election. 

 
b. Tellers: Three tellers shall be appointed by the presiding officer to assist 

with the balloting. Tellers shall neither nominate candidates nor be 
nominated. 

 
c. Nominations and Balloting: All members of the State Council are eligible 

to nominate candidates for state offices, delegates and alternates to the 
Supreme Convention, and applicants for event sites other than the 
convention site. Applicants for convention site may only be nominated by 
the Convention Site Committee. All contested elections shall be decided 
by secret written ballot. 

 
d. Votes necessary to elect: A nominee for State Office and a nominee for 

convention or other event site require a majority of all votes cast for 
election. A nominee for delegate or alternate to the Supreme Convention 
requires a plurality of all votes caste for election. 

 
e. Defective Ballot: No ballot for delegates or alternates to the Supreme 

Convention shall be valid unless the voter shall have voted thereon for as 
many persons as there are positions to be filled, no less and no more. 

 
ARTICLEV 

 
Authority and Duties of State Officers and District Deputies 

 
Section 1. Term and Office: The term of office for all State Officers shall be for one year 
commencing on the first day of July following their election and continuing until a 
successor has been elected and qualified. At the expiration of their term, the State 
Officers shall deliver to the State Secretary all closed books and files and all other 
property in their possession belonging to the State Council. 
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Section 2. (a) State Deputy: The State Deputy shall be the chief executive officer of the 
Order in the state and the representative of the Board of Directors and the Supreme 
Knight. 
 

(b) The State Deputy shall preside at all meetings of the State Council and of the 
State Officers and shall be an ex-officio a member of all committees of the State Council. 
He shall make a written report on the condition of the Order within the state to the State 
Council at its annual meeting. He has authority to call meetings of Committees of the 
State Council and of the State Officers. 
 

(c) Upon taking office, the State Deputy shall divide the state into districts and 
appoint a District Deputy for each district, subject to the approval of the Supreme 
Knight or the Board of Directors. The State Deputy shall direct and supervise the 
District Deputies and require them to make written reports to the State Council's annual 
convention upon the condition of the councils and Order within their District. The State 
Deputy shall possess all the rights and powers conferred upon the District Deputies. 
 

(d) The State Deputy shall possess such other powers and perform such other 
duties as the laws of the Order prescribe. 
 
Section 3. (a) State Secretary: In the absence or inability of the State Deputy, the State 
Secretary shall execute the duties of the State Deputy. 
 

(b) The State Secretary shall prepare and keep a record of the proceedings of the 
State Council, maintain a record of membership in the state, and serve as custodian of 
all bonds, notes, and other evidence of investments of the State Council. 
 

(c) The State Secretary shall give notice to subordinate councils of per capita tax 
assessments, keep a debit and credit account for each council, and maintain a complete 
account with the State Treasurer. The State Secretary shall receive and collect all 
monies due the State Council. The State Secretary shall promptly deposit all monies 
received in an account of the State Council maintained by a depository designated by 
the State Officers. The State Secretary shall make a record of all receipts and deposits 
and promptly transmit the record to the State Treasurer. 
 

(d) The State Secretary shall provide a written report to the State Council of the 
finances and general condition of the Order within the State, to include a report on the 
status of membership in the state and shall provide the State Officers and each 
subordinate council with a report of the convention proceedings of the State Council. 
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(e) The State Secretary shall provide all subordinate councils ninety days prior 
written notice of the time, place, and the date of the annual convention, at the same time 
furnishing credential blanks (State Convention Registration Form). The secretary or  
Grand Knight  of each subordinate council shall prepare and submit the Registration 
Form certify credentials in duplicate, signed by the Grand Knight and Secretary for the 
delegates and alternates, forward one copy to the State Secretary at least ten fifteen days 
before the convention. and deliver the other copy to the delegates who will be present at 
the convention. The State Secretary shall prepare a roll of all delegates and alternates 
from the credentials received and present the roll to the Credentials Committee. 

 
(f) The State Secretary shall recover from the State Officers, at the expiration of 

their respective terms of office, all closed books and files in their possession and retain 
those records with probable future reference value with the permanent records and files 
of the State Council. 
 

(g) The State Secretary shall perform other duties consistent with the laws of the 
Order as may be determined by the State Council. 
 
Section 4. State Treasurer: The State Treasurer shall keep a true and accurate account of 
all moneys received, deposited, and disbursed by the State Council. He shall be 
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee and be ex-officio member and treasurer of 
every committee of the State Council receiving money. At the expiration of his term of 
office, or in case of his resignation or removal, he shall pay and deliver to his successor 
all moneys, books and property in his possession belonging to the State Council. 
 
Section 5. State Advocate: The State Advocate shall be the legal advisor of the State 
Council and of the State Officers in all matters pertaining to the Order referred to him. 
He shall maintain a record of all amendments to these By-Laws and cause the By-Laws 
to be reprinted when necessary. He shall act as chairman of the Laws and Resolutions 
Committee and shall periodically review and propose to the Committee appropriate 
revisions to these By-Laws. 
 
Section 6. State Warden: The State Warden shall be present at all meetings of the State 
Council and inspect the membership cards and admit none but duly qualified members 
in the third degree. He is responsible for keeping order during the State Council 
meetings. He shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the State Deputy. 
 
Section 7. State Chaplin: The State Chaplin shall be appointed by the State Officers. He 
shall conduct all religious exercises of the State Council. He is not a State Officer and is 
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not entitled to vote at meetings of the State Council, but his counsel may be sought or 
provided upon any matter. 

 
Section 8. Administrative Assistant: The State Deputy may appoint a third degree 
member of a South Dakota subordinate council to serve as administrative assistant to 
the State Deputy upon such terms as the State Officers may determine and as the State 
Council may approve. The administrative assistant shall serve at the pleasure of the 
State Deputy. He is not a State Officer and is not entitled to vote at meetings of the State 
Council, but is entitled to speak on questions pertaining to the functions of his 
appointment. 

 
Section 9. District Deputies: District Deputies shall be appointed as herein provided 
and shall hold office at the pleasure of the State Deputy, but no longer than his elected 
term. Except for unusual circumstances as determined by the Supreme Knight upon the 
recommendation of the State Deputy, a member who has served four terms in the office 
of District Deputy shall be ineligible for appointment to that office, unless the State 
Deputy must extend the appoint of the incumbent, to serve an additional year to not 
cause a vacancy in the position. The authority and duties of the District Deputies are as 
prescribed by the Charter, Constitution and Law of the Order. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
 

Committees 
 
Section 1. The committees of the State Council shall be appointed by the State Deputy 
and designated as either Standing Committees or Special Committees. The Special 
Committee shall be made up of members of the current state convention and shall be 
the Credentials, Fraternal Greetings, Good of the Order, Ways and Means, Laws and 
Resolutions, Nominating, Convention Site and such other committees as may be 
deemed necessary to expedite the business of the State Convention. The Standing 
Committees shall be composed of third degree members in good standing and shall be 
the Church Faith Activity, Community Activity, Council Life Activity, Youth Activity, 
Family Activity, Membership, Communications, and Student Loans, and other 
committees as may be deemed desirable in carrying forth the work of the Order. 
Standing Committees shall make use of the material and other aids furnished by the 
Supreme Council and as recommended by the State Council or State Officers. Special 
and Standing Committees shall be of such size as the State Deputy shall prescribe, except 
as hereinafter noteds. 
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Section 2. Meetings and Reports: Committee meetings shall be held at a time and place 
designated by the chairman upon the request of the State Deputy. All committee 
reports shall be in writing and provided to all members of the committee, copy 
provided to the State Council and included as addendums to the convention 
proceedings. 
 
Section 3. Credentials: The Committee on Credentials shall verify the validity of 
credentials presented for the State Convention. The Committee shall provide the State 
Secretary and State Treasurer a roll of the properly qualified members of the State 
Council. The Committee shall not approve credentials from any subordinate council 
which is in arrears in the payment of its assessments or obligations to the Supreme 
Council or the State Council, and such subordinate council shall not be entitled to 
representation to the State Council. 
 
Section 4. Fraternal Greetings: The Fraternal Greetings Committee shall send suitable 
messages to the clerical and lay dignitaries who cooperated in the work of the Order or 
assisted in the conduct of the State Convention. 
 
Section 5. Good of the Order: The Committee of the Good of the Order shall consider 
the reports of the State Officers, District Deputies and Committee Chairman and 
recommend to the State Council measures deemed appropriate to advance the interest 
and welfare of the Order in South Dakota. 
 
Section 6. Ways and Means Committee: The Committee is composed of the State 
Treasurer and one six Grand Knights from each six of the represented Districts. The 
State Officers shall submit a proposed budget to the Committee. The Committee shall 
consider the proposed budget, determine the necessary anticipated expenses of the 
State Council for the ensuing year, and make funding recommendations to the State 
Council. 
 
Section 7. Laws and Resolutions: (a) The Committee on Laws and Resolutions may 
draft and submit proposed resolutions to the State Council for consideration. 
 

(b) Subordinate councils may submit proposed resolutions to the Committee if 
endorsed and signed by the Grand Knight and received by the State Advocate by 
February March 1st1st• Such proposed resolutions shall be published in the state 
bulletin prior to the convention or provided to the delegates at the commencement of 
the convention. The Committee shall submit such resolutions to the State Council 
and provide its recommendation for action. The Committee may, in its discretion, 
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review and submit to the State Council resolutions which were not timely received. 
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(c) The State Council shall not take action upon any resolution which is not 
submitted by the Committee unless a majority of the members of the State Council shall 
first vote to give grant consideration to the resolution. 
 
Section 8. Nominating: The Nominating Committee may nominate candidates for each 
office in the State Council, such nomination to constitute the committee's endorsement 
of the nominee. Before nominating, the committee will ascertain the candidate's 
willingness to serve if elected. 
 
Section 9. Convention Site: The Convention Site Committee shall review all bids and 
applications to host the annual convention to ascertain whether the sites have the 
necessary physical accommodations. The Committee shall nominate sites it deems 
qualified on that basis. The State Council shall consider only those sites nominated by 
the committee. 
 
Section 10. F a i t h  Church Activity-: The Church Faith Activity Committee shall assist 
subordinate council efforts to support Catholic and Religious activity throughout the 
state. 
 
Section 11. Community Activity: The Community Activity Committee shall assist 
subordinate council efforts to improve communities and the general welfare of the 
public. 
 
Section 12. Council Life Activity: The Council Life Activity Committee shall assist 
subordinate council efforts to provide fraternal activities for their members. 
 
Section 13. Youth Activity: The Youth Activity Committee shall assist subordinate 
council efforts to provide and support programs directed toward the youth. 
 
Section 14. Family: The Family Activity Committee shall assist subordinate council 
efforts to provide and support programs directed toward the family. 
 
Section 15. Membership: The Membership Committee shall promote and assist 
subordinate council efforts to attract and retain members worthy of Knighthood in our 
Order. 
 
Section 16. Communications: The Communications Committee shall promote and 
assist inform informing the membership throughout the state of the above council 
activities, programs and other matters of interest to the Order by (a)  publishing a state 
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bulletin to be issued six four times a year, (b). maintaining state level social media 
resources and encouraging subordinate council utilization of recommended social 
media resources to demonstrate the good works of the order at all levels. 
(c).  
Supporting the state website to enhance awareness, utilization of resources, and promote 
activities of all programs and events of the Order.

Commented [JG24R2]: accepted 
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Section 17. Student Loans: The State Officers shall be the governing Board of Directors 
of the Student Loan Fund. The Board shall establish eligibility and other criteria for 
administration of the Student Loan Fund. The Board may appoint an administrator to 
administer the affairs of the program, subject to the approval of the Board. 
 

ARTICLE VII 
 

Finance 
 
Section 1. Fiscal Year: The fiscal year of the State Council shall commence on the first 
day of July and shall end on the last day of June. 
 
Section 2. Levy of Assessments: At each annual convention, the State Officers shall 
present a budget showing the estimated necessary expenses of the State Council for the 
ensuing year, including a contingent fund for emergencies. If the estimated necessary 
expenses require an increase in State Per Capita Tax, a resolution to increase the Tax 
shall be submitted to the State Council for its consideration. The State Per Capita Tax 
may only be modified by resolution. Such tax shall be based upon each subordinate 
council's membership as of the first day of July of the current fiscal fraternal year, as 
shown by the records of the Supreme Secretary, with Disabled, Honorary and 
Honorary Life members exempted from said tax.What about the other categories? 
Inactive and Affiliate 
 
Section 3. Authority for Receipt and Disbursement of Funds: All funds of the State 
Council shall be paid to the State Secretary by check, draft or money order, or electronic 
means payable to the South Dakota State Council, Knights of Columbus. The State 
Secretary shall promptly deposit all monies received in an account of the State Council 
maintained by a depository designated by the State Officers. Payment of State Council 
funds for authorized expenditures shall be made only by either (a) check signed by the 
State Secretary and State Deputy, or (b) authorized warrant issued to use electronic 
disbursement mechanisms, such as but not limited to VENMO or PayPal. In the event an 
emergency arises whereby an expenditure becomes immediately necessary to 
maintain the work of the Order in South Dakota, and there has been no authorization 
by the State Council for such expenditure, the State Deputy shall obtain the unanimous 
majority concurrence of the State Officers before authorizing expenditure of 
resources.before countersigning such check. 
 
Section 4. Audit: After the close of the fiscal year of the State Council, the books and 
records of the State Secretary and the State Treasurer shall be turned over to a public 
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accountant designated by the State Officers, who shall examine the same and make such 
verifications and tests of balances of the accounting records as are considered necessary. 
The accountant shall make a written report of the results of such audit to the State 
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Officers which, in turn, shall be disclosed to the State Council at its next annual 
meeting. 

 
Section 5. All expenses incurred by State Officers, District Deputies and Chairmen 
of Standing Committees, in attendance at the State Convention and at other 
meetings in the performance of their duties, which shall be approved by the State 
Deputy, and all other expenses incurred by committee members in attendance at 
meetings other than the State Convention, in carrying forward the work of said 
committee, shall be paid from the appropriation budgeted for said expenses by the 
State Council, including lodging, meals, and travel at the rate of 1830 cents per 
mile. 

 
Section 6. Salaries/Compensation: The State Deputy shall receive $500.00 annually, as 
an allowance be reimbursed for expenses incurred by the State Deputy in the 
performance of his duties as State Deputy upon submission of reimbursement requests 
and for expenditures n o t  paid for in any other manner by Supreme.( comment  
(a) Contracted support services. Three independent services are provided to the State 

Council. The Administrative Assistant, Editor of “The Crusader” publication, and the 
Web Master of the state web site are not employees of the State Council. 
Compensation is rendered for services provided and the contractors are responsible 
for any and all income related taxes said compensation generates. 

 
 

Section 7. Lapse of Appropriation: Any balance of funds budgeted and 
appropriated for a particular purpose which shall remain unexpended at the end of 
any fiscal year shall thereupon lapse and be returned to the general fund of the 
State Council. 

 
Section 8. Bonds: If the State Council requires the State Secretary or the State Treasurer 
to furnish a fidelity bond in excess of that provided by the Supreme Council, the State 
Council shall pay the premium. 

 
ARTICLE VIII 

 
Awards 

 
Section 1. The State Officers are authorized to establish council awards as they deem 
appropriate for superior performance in state program participation, and to make 
changes there of from time to time to reflect changes in state programs. Council awards 
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shall be presented annually at an Awards Dinner event during the State Convention. 
 
' Section 2. Council Awards: The following awards shall be made annually in the 

form of an appropriate plaque or certificate to the subordinate councils achieving 
superior performance, as determined by the Activities Committee and State General 
Program Chairman from reports submitted to each council. 

 
(a) Church Faith Activities Award. 
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(b) Community Activities Award. 

 
(c) Life Activities Award. 

 
(d) Youth Activities Award. 

 
(e) Family Activities Award. 

 
(f) Elite Council Award. 

 
(g)(f) Membership Awards.  

 
Section 3. Knight of the Year Award: The State Council shall present an appropriate 
plaque annually to a most deserving Knight in South Dakota, who best exemplifies the 
highest virtues of the Order, service to the Church, and service to his community, 
selected by a committee of three past recipients of the Award appointed by the State 
Deputy, who shall announce such selection and confer such honor at the annual 
convention of the State Council. 
Such Knight shall be nominated by any member of the State Council as defined by 
Article III, Sections 1 and 2 of these By-Laws with the exception that the delegate must 
have the approval of his council for the submission of a nominee. 
 
Section 4. Family of the Year Award: The State Council shall present an appropriate 
plaque annually to the family of a Knight of South Dakota which best exemplifies the 
virtues of the Order, service to the Church and service to life, youth, family and 
community, selected by a committee appointed by the State Deputy, who shall announce 
such selection and confer such honor at the annual convention of the State Council. 
Such family shall be nominated by any member of the State Council as defined by 
Article III, Section 1 and 2 of these By-Laws with the exception that the delegate must 
have the approval of his council for the submission of a nominee. 
 
Section 5. Memorial Awards: It is believed to be of the best interest of the Knights of 
Columbus to make awards only in memory of those members who have departed from 
this life, therefore, all such awards of the State Council intended to be memorial awards, 
commemorative of deceased brothers, shall be initiated by being first presented to the 
State Convention for adoption or rejection by resolution. 

Commented [RP34]: Eliminate - there isn't a youth award 
anymore 

Commented [JG35]: The State Council has deleted the 
Elite Council award as it detracts from the Star Council 
award and council nominations for this award have been 
only a handful in the past few years.  This may have been 
seen as a second place council award - where none is 
required to motivate councils to exceptional service to their 
parish and community.  

Commented [JG36]: Section 3. Knight of the Year.  
Added amplifying language to distinguish “most deserving” 
and “highest” virtues of the Order,... 

Commented [JG37R2]: 20260225 State Officers mtg 
adjudicated the aspect of timeliness given the proposed 
Bylaw update be completed in the next week, reviewed by 
the SA and then posted to the website as a line item with the 
resolutions being offered.  

Commented [RP37]: Since it is stated here that the 
changes are to be submitted by Feb 1st then are we relegated 
to bringing this before the delegates at the 2027 convention?  
I would be in favor of that to make sure we have time to get 
it right. 

Commented [JG38]: Section 4. 3rd line: Addition of “life,” 
to embrace all aspects of the FIA programs. 
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ARTICLE IX 
 

Amendments 
 
Section 1. Manner of Amendment: Any proposed amendment to these By-Laws must 
be submitted to the State Advocate or the Committee on Laws and Resolutions not later 
than February 1st prior to the time of the official opening of the State Council meeting. 
The State Council shall publish all proposed amendments in the State Council bulletin 
prior to the convention which shall constitute legal and proper notice of a proposal to 
make amendments to these By-Laws to all members of the State Council and of the 
Order in South Dakota. The State Council may, by a majority vote of all members 
present and voting at the state convention, adopt, amend or reject any proposed 
amendments to these By-Laws. 

 
Section 2. Approval of Amendments: These By-Laws, or any amendments thereto, 
shall take effect upon passage by the State Council and approval by the Supreme Board 
of Directors. These By-Laws supersede all former rules, laws or regulations of the State 
Council. 

 
I certify that the above By-Laws and Amendments are the By-Laws and Amendments 
regularly adopted by the South Dakota State Council of Knights of Columbus in 
convention assembled in 202602 and 2003 and that said By-Laws have been approved by 
the Supreme Board of Directors of the Knights of Columbus. 

Dated this   day of  , 202_. 
 
 
 
 

  State Deputy 
 
 

 

  State Secretary 

INCLUDING AMENDMENTS THROUGH 

20032026 

Commented [JG39]: Updating the years from last bylaw 
update of 2002 and 2003 to reflect this update in 2026. 

Commented [JG40]: Updating date of amendments from 
2003 to reflect 2026.  


