
   

 

   

 

SOUTH DAKOTA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
STAR COUNCIL AWARD 

 
The Star Council Award is the highest award a council can achieve for the fraternal year. The Star Council 
Award recognizes outstanding achievement in membership, insurance, and service program activities. Star 
Councils are the most vibrant and energetic councils in the Order and are well-recognized in their parishes and 
communities. To be eligible to earn the Star Council Award, a council must qualify for the Father McGivney 
Award, Founder's Award, Columbian Award, and submit the following forms: Report of Directors (365), and 
Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (1728), and all required officers satisfactorily complete and remain current 
in all elements of Safe Environment Training (SET). 
 
Columbian Award Application (SP7)  Early Submission: April 1.  Due to Supreme before June 30.  

If this is not due until June 30 (end of the fraternal year), why is it mentioned first? Simply put, the Columbian 
Award Application (SP7) is a great tool for the council to use to plan its activities for the upcoming fraternal 
year. Grand Knights can work with each Program Director to plan the four required activities for each of the 
four categories (Faith, Community, Family, Life), enter them on the form, then the application is ready to 
submit once the final activity is scheduled. Don’t wait until June to generate this form for submission. 
Supreme Council also designates “Featured Programs” in each of the categories.  Councils meeting all 
requirements for featured programs, fulfills all the requirements for that category. See the Columbian Award 
Application for more details on the Featured Programs. 

Summary of Requirements for Columbian Award: 

o Report of Service Program Personnel Report (Form 365) every year! Submit online by July 1 

o Obtain and maintain compliance with the Knights of Columbus Safe Environment Training (SET). At a 

minimum: Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Director, and Community Director, as reported on the 

Form 365 each year). Incomplete 365’s are the most common pitfall preventing SET compliance!  Note: 

Directors have 30 days from email receipt to complete the training. See below for Safe Environment 

Checklist.  Must use a personal email on 365 for all officers! 

o Complete and Submit Columbian Award Application (SP7) as above 

o Submit your Council’s Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (Form 1728) by January 31 

Father McGivney Award       Achieve early; before 1 April 

Achieve membership growth criteria. The growth criteria for every council is a 7 percent increase as of July 1 
membership on record. The minimum quota is 5 and the maximum is 15. Councils that attain Star Council 
status and achieve 200 percent of their net gain goal will earn the Double Star Council Award. New members 
must be processed by the Supreme Council office by June 30 to count toward the Father McGivney Award. 
Use only the online membership process to onboard all new members. Timeliness and accuracy is 
dramatically enhanced for all offices in the Order.  Waiting until June to make the final push in the RED ZONE 
jeopardizes earning this award. 

  



 

 

Founder’s Award  2 qualifying events   by 1 Apr, No Later Than (NLT) June 30 

Councils must complete 2 qualifying Fraternal Benefit Events with your Insurance Field Agent during the 
fraternal year.  Councils with 99 members or fewer need a minimum of 10 members, or potential members, to 
attend in those two Fraternal Benefits Events (FBE) but they cannot be duplicate members from the first FBE 
in order to be counted in the total.  Councils with 100 members or more need a minimum of 14 members or 
potential members to attend the two FBEs.  Invite your Field Agent to provide these informational 
opportunities to your council early in the year. It is a great summer activity to get the council together at the 
beginning of the year and again during / after the holiday season. Ensure new members are highly encouraged 
to attend and see the strength of the KC Insurance products. Grand Knights must enthusiastically support the 
insurance program, it is an integral and foundational component of the mission and vision of Blessed Michael 
McGivney in establishing the order to protect the financial stability of the family in the event of the death of 
any family member! 

 

Star Council Award Checklist and Due Dates 

 Report of New Directors every year (online Form 365)-     Submit NLT July 1. 

 Survey of Fraternal Activity (Form 1728)-      Submit NLT January 31 

 Father McGivney Award, achieve membership quota      by 1 April; NLT June 30 

 Founders Award: complete 2 qualifying Fraternal Benefit Events   by 1 April; NLT June 30 

▪ Accomplish 1/quarter in late Summer & Fall for best success 

 Columbian Award  (SP-7): qualify & submit application    by 1 April, NLT June 30 

 Safe Environment Training (SET): Grand Knight and 3 Directors   by Aug 15 

▪ Training notice will flow from KC contractor by 15 July if online Form 365 properly submitted 

▪ Must use personal email, not a council officer email on form 365   

▪ Training is good for 3 years. 

▪ ALL 4 Officers must complete all 3 mandatory training sessions : ‘Meet Sam’, ‘Duty to Report’, and 

‘Knights of Columbus Safe Environment Policies’. 

▪ Grand Knight & Program Director:  complete all 3 training sessions.  

▪ Family Director: complete 3 training sessions, must also submit Background Check. 

▪ Community Director: complete 3 training sessions, must also submit Background Check. 

 


