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The scope of the Native American Cultural Exchange Program is to provide students of different cultures the 
opportunity to meet each other face to face in a friendly atmosphere, learning each other’s way of life and 
developing friendships, hopefully life-long friendships, carrying on into adulthood. The exchange program was 
developed in fraternal year 1991-1992. After more than 150 exchanges, several thousand children, now 
adults, have experienced positive results thanks to the South Dakota Knights of Columbus. This program needs 
councils to actively reach out to the schools in their parish or community to spark interest in this exchange 
opportunity. 
 
All of the schools involved reported excellent results. Each fall, letters and vouchers are sent to schools 
informing them of the program.  Exchanges are completely voluntary and take initiative from both schools. 
Because this program is voluntary, many schools do not routinely participate.    
 
Successful exchange programs are normally accomplished at a single grade level on single-day trips to control 
lodging, logistics, and other cost constraints. The Point of Contact at the bottom of the page is available to 
assist Councils reach out to interested Teachers and school Principals to explore potential exchange 
opportunities and provide information to fill out exchange reimbursement vouchers.  Vouchers are submitted 
to the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus. Reimbursement checks will be issued and sent directly to 
the schools involved. The South Dakota State Council should also be informed in order to aid oversight and 
coordination with the Supreme Council.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information contact: 

 
Deacon Steve McLaughlin 
Native American Cultural Exchange Program 
PO Box 145, Ft. Thompson, SD 57339-0145 
Phone: 605-245-2745   Email: deaconsteve@midstatesd.net  
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